
CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, CORFE CASTLE

ON MONDAY 10th MAY 2010
PRESENT:



Cllr S Austin


Cllr Mrs H Cemm

Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Glover


Cllr R Green


Cllr P Hartle


Cllr Mrs J Jenkins

Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)


Cllr Mrs D Reynolds


Cllr G Windsor

PUBLIC HALF HOUR

Mr Roy Ford introduced himself as the Chairman of the newly formed Corfe Castle Allotment Association.  He addressed the Council on many issues, especially the discussions between the Parish Council and the National Trust.  He emphasised the age of the allotments, since 1886 at least, with continuous use since then.  Mr Ford suggested the Council has an obligation to provide allotments under the 1888 Acts and the current allotments should be Statutory not leased from the National Trust.  Some information had been e-mailed to the Clerk (not received). Further, in his opinion the rent was a fair price for the land based on £60 to £100 per acre agricultural value.  

The Chairman informed the Meeting that the Parish Council allotments were not governed by the Allotment Acts as they are privately owned by the National Trust.  The Parish Council is empowered to facilitate allotments for the use of residents but was not under a duty to provide them itself.

The National Trust was represented at the Meeting by Mr Laurie Clark, General Manager for the Purbeck Estate, who reassured all those present that the allotments will continue to be available for village use.  He suggested the rent of £400 had been based on local comparisons but it would not be an obstacle to agreeing a new lease with the Parish Council as it was only a starting price for negotiation.  Mr Clark later re-emphasised his intention to ensure the rent is not an issue.  The management of the allotments is his key concern and all the structures on site including water storage would be fully discussed by all parties.  Finally, he restated the National Trusts commitment to both the existing allotments and the need to create more.  However, with regard to Mr Fords request for the allotments to be given to the Parish (to become Statutory Allotments), this would not be possible as land given to the National Trust cannot legally be gifted away (even if they wished to comply).

There was some discussion between Mr Ford and the Parish Council regarding the rent review provisions but this would be a matter for future clarification because of the differences between the garden agreements (for each plotholder) and the headlease to the Parish Council.

Mr Ford asked for details of the waiting list for the allotments so they can fill the empty plot (no.4).  The Chairman replied that currently these details were in confidence to the Parish Council but could be appropriate for discussion with the Allotment Association once the headlease is resolved.  Mrs Rachael Fooks (who is on the waiting list) was unhappy with the delay in allowing use of the vacant plot.  The Chairman congratulated them on setting up the Allotment Association.

Eventually, it was agreed that further discussions involving all the parties represented at the Meeting should occur in the near future.

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Cllr K Wollaston.


	

	2.
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr Windsor, seconded by Cllr Austin, that Cllr Marshallsay be nominated as Chairman for 2010/11.  There were no other nominations and Cllr Marshallsay was duly elected, unanimously.  She then took the Chair and proceeded to sign the declaration of acceptance of office.
	

	3.
	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
	

	
	Proposed by Cllr Austin, seconded by Cllr Glover, that Cllr Green be nominated as Vice-Chairman for 2010/11.  There were no other nominations and Cllr Green was duly elected, unanimously.
	

	4.
	APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER BODIES
	

	
	The Committees and representatives to other bodies were agreed as follows:-

Standing Committees

Allotments: Cllr Windsor and Cllr Green

Co-ordination & agenda: Chairman, Vice-Chairman & the Clerk

Finance: Cllrs Green, Hartle and Marshallsay

Highways Maintenance: Cllrs Green and Windsor

Housing: Cllrs Dragon, Green, Jenkins and Reynolds

National trust: All Councillors

Planning: Cllrs Austin, Green and Reynolds

Playground: Cllrs Austin, Dragon, Green and Reynolds

Rights of Way (Rights of Way Liaison Officer): Cllr Marshallsay 

Tourism: Cllrs Dragon, Glover and Wollaston

Parish Plan: Cllrs Glover and Wollaston

Youth Liaison: Cllrs Green and Reynolds

Nominees to other bodies

Corfe Castle Charity: [4 year terms] Mrs M Pope is standing down (February 2010) – no one nominated yet, Cllr Reynolds (September 2011), Mr M Bond (September 2011), Mrs A Lardener (February 2013) 

God's Acre: (no retirement dates) Cllrs Jenkins and Reynolds - proposed by Cllr Austin and seconded by Cllr Glover. 

School Governors: [3 year terms] Cllr Austin until May 2013 - proposed by Cllr Reynolds and seconded by Cllr Windsor
Sports Trust: [3 year terms] Cllr Windsor (November 2012), Cllr Green (November 2010) and Cllr Reynolds (November 2011) - proposed by Cllr Glover and seconded by Cllr Austin.

Town Trust: [4 year terms] Cllr Windsor (May 20011), Cllrs Dragon and Marshallsay another four year term (January 2013)
Representatives on other bodies

BP Liaison: Cllrs Austin and Marshallsay

Chamber of Trade and Commerce: Cllrs Glover and Wollaston

Common Management Committee: Cllr Windsor [substitute Cllr Glover]

Police & Communities Together (PACT): Cllrs Marshallsay, Green and Dragon

DAPTC: Cllrs Dragon and Marshallsay

Emergency Planning Community Contacts: Cllrs Green, Marshallsay [Flood Warden] and Windsor

Friends of the Library: Cllrs Marshallsay and Jenkins
Nursery School: Cllrs Glover and Jenkins

Swanage Railway: Cllr Dragon

Tarmac Roadstone: Cllrs Marshallsay [substitute Cllr Windsor](Swanworth Quarry)
Village Hall: Cllrs Reynolds and Jenkins

Miscellaneous
Parish Tree Warden: Cllr Marshallsay
	Clerk

	5.
	TO REVIEW ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS               
	

	
	(a) DAPTC (paid in April) – £374.40 (last year £395.10, new scheme this year)                                                                                                       

(b) Association of Burial Authorities (due September) – increase from last years subscription of £90 estimated at 5% in Budget - £94.50.

(c) Council for the Protection of Rural England (due November) – increase from last years subscription of £29 estimated at 5% in Budget - £30.50.

Budget 2010/11 assumes a 5% increase in subscriptions with a total sum of £550 put aside.

The above subscriptions proposed by Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr Reynolds.            
	

	6.
	MINUTES
	

	
	It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th April 2010 be confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	7.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	7.1
	Re April Item 3.1 – Road Safety Matters
[For Recent History with Dorset County Council (DCC) see the April Minutes which provide full detail.]

Last Meeting with DCC was the closed Parish Council Meeting on Thursday, 16th December Meeting – Mr Howard, Council Members
(1) Parking including verge parking to 24-41 and 90-124 East Street.  DCC have a proposal for staggered all year parking along East Street which could alleviate the verge parking problem in the area outside numbers 90-124 East Street south of the Library and would also replace the seasonal parking with small groups of all year parking up to just past Why Jewellers – still no confirmation that this proposal is acceptable to colleagues*.  No similar proposal for the area outside numbers 25-41 East Street. [*Compare this with the recent comments from Mr Ackerman below].

The original options for resolution (DCC letter 3rd August 2009) were apparently not known to Mr Howard.  The letter from Mr Ackerman provided two options as follows :-

“If the Parish Council supports the parking of vehicles on the verge in the areas of 25-41 and 90-124 East Street, and the Police have no objections to this parking, we have two options:

Option 1; Remove the seasonal Single Yellow Line outside 90-124 and the Double Yellow Lines outside numbers 25-41. This would regularise the current arrangement but will require an amendment to the relevant Traffic Regulation Order and formal public consultation;

Option 2: Designate the areas as permitted parking areas. This will also require an amendment to the relevant Traffic Regulation Order and formal public consultation.

I would be grateful for comments from the Parish Council on the above options and look forward to hearing from you.”  As a result of drawing Mr Howards attention to the letter he conceded the verge parking outside 90-124 could be accommodated albeit without the use of traffic cones which are illegal.  However, he still insists the verge parking outside 25-41 can not be accommodated because of the crossing zig zag markings.  At the March Council Meeting, Councillors discussed the history of the crossing - installed some 15 - 20 years or so ago after the 1992 Board of Inquiry into the Railway Norden proposals right next to two junctions (against DCC policy).  However, resident parking on the verge would have occurred from much earlier in that century.  Members again suggested that the 1960 maps which Mr Howard insists are the definitive test of whether land is highway could well be incorrect in both cases.  The Council is grateful for the continuing History Group research into the area outside 25-41 to see if they were front gardens originally (subsequently hard surfaced by residents for their personal use as ownership of motor cars became widespread).  So far, mostly drawings have been found showing other use of the verge area but the History Group are still hopeful of finding an early photograph of the land.

Councillors discussed the response to the Parish Council letter (15th March 2010) sent suggesting that DCC carry out their proposal as set out in their letter of the 3rd August 2009 using whichever option causes the least inconvenience to those residents effected – Correspondence item 164.  The Members were pleased to find Mr Ackerman’s response appears to rule out any parking enforcement at either part of East Street.  Mr Ackerman appears to promise the retention of parking outside 90-124 conditional on some form of consultation with residents to have a solution that avoids footway obstruction.  (Clerks previous conversation with Mr Chris Evans - he is of the opinion that a continuation of their existing scheme of self monitoring would be best so that they can report any breach from holiday makers (the initial report appears to have originated from the owners of accommodation let out for holiday use) or residents.)  The Council noted there appears to be some confusion in the letter regarding the negative effect of parking on the carriageway outside 90-124 by visitors (as well as on the verge) which is (or was) one of Mr Howard’s (Manager - Network Traffic DCC) proposals as an alternative to parking on the verge with the added bonus of traffic calming ?  Unfortunately, Mr Ackerman does not suggest anything similarly positive for the area outside 24-41.  He says the situation is far more complicated because of the question of highway rights and land ownership.  The removal of the yellow lines will depend on a resolution of that question.  He states no parking enforcement will take place but that obstruction of the footway is the responsibility of the police.  As the residents of 24-41 maintain the land is theirs to use for parking and was possibly front garden in the past, a question mark remains over whether there was a footway.  Councillors compared the situation regarding the zig zag markings with a similar situation in Bridport where there are marked car parking bays behind similar markings.  The Councillors hope historic photographs of the area are found soon.

(2) Puffin or Pelican crossing o/s the School – crossing o/s the school approved but which sort not determined by DCC yet; Pelican crossing could happen within a few years as the expense is less whereas the puffin would take an indefinite period due to cost.  No update on whether the criteria has been met for the Pelican Crossing. Councillors discussed the revised crossing outside Clealls Shop.  The newly positioned lights seem to be not as visible as the previous lights.  Some residents have reported being unable to see them clearly in certain daylight conditions.  The Clerk to report this matter to DCC.
	Clerk

	7.2
	Re April Item 3.2 – Phil Duffy Memorial
See Financial Matters – a resolution to proceed is required now the details are available.
	Cllrs Austin & Green

Clerk

	7.3
	Re April Item 3.3 – Playground Matters 

Fence to the Playground – Phil Stuckey (National Trust Warden) previously confirmed ownership of the playground land as belonging to the National Trust and he was generally in support of the fencing proposal (to reduce nuisance from the playground).  Amy Jeenes of the National Trust e-mails [correspondence item 150].  She suggests the proposal would be dependant on reaching an agreement with the neighbours that they shore-up the (their) stone wall and cut back the leylandii prior to fencing.  She would also require some sort of written agreement with the neighbours that any fence erected does not denote the true boundary between the properties.  The Clerk to discuss the proposals with Mr and Mrs Van Lelyveld.

Playing Field and Sports Field grass cutting – Councillors confirmed this is taking place currently with no problems to report.
	Clerk



	7.4
	Re April Item 3.4 – East and West Street Toilets 

East Street toilets – Nothing new on the National Trust proposals.

West Street toilets – Cllr Dragon informed the Council that the toilets to the West Street car park were out of action recently because of the water supply – he thinks this is a problem that Wessex Water is resolving.
	

	7.5
	Re April Item 3.5 – Allotments 

The Clerk reported several discussions (telephone conversations) with Mr Laurie Clark recently as a result of the press interest generated by Mr Ford over the allotments.  Mr Clark wrote to the Daily Echo stating the National Trust were committed to keeping the allotments in Corfe Castle and that they would remain available to local residents (correspondence Item 149).

Amy Jeenes of the National Trust e-mailed the Council (correspondence items 150 and 154)  This letter records discussions with Cllr Green and suggests further meeting between allotment holders and Parish Council followed by meeting(s) arranged for June /July for resolution of the negotiations between the Council and the National Trust.

The Members discussed the matter and Cllr Green and Cllr Windsor volunteered to have further discussions with the Allotment Holders regarding the various matters that need resolving by July as discussed with Mr Clark.

All Garden Agreements for this year have been returned to the Clerk excluding plot 4 (empty).   
	Cllr Green

	7.6
	Re April Item 3.6 – Tourism  

The Clerk reported the first Tourism Meeting of the year took place in the Town Hall on Tuesday 16th March (Notes of Meeting provided for every Councillor).
	

	7.7
	Re April Item 3.7 – Gods Acre  

The Council decided to pay for tarmac surfacing the new entrance to Gods Acre (max £500 in December 2009).  PDC permission has been sought and a verbal go ahead from Phil McStraw received (8th February 2010).  Quotes received for discussion in financial matters at the last meeting were not acted upon as they were much higher than anticipated.  The Council discussed contractors including those used by Langton Matravers Parish Council and decided to wait for the Doctors Surgery work to commence when a better quote might be achieved.
	

	7.8
	Re April Item 6.114 – Litter Bins in the Castle Entrance  

The correspondence item 114 (e-mail from Pippa Russell of the National Trust) was in respect of the removal of the Parish Council litter bins outside the National Trust reception by Mrs Jennings in her February car accident.  See item 160 for discussion with Jill Jackson of PDC about both the above bins and the litter bins to the Playground that require new liners.  The Clerk contacted Mrs Jennings and she wishes to know the cost of the replacement litter bins so she can consider whether to pay for these herself.  Councillors discussed both matters and they will try to identify the manufacturer of both sets of bins.
	Clerk

	8.
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
	

	
	County Councillor, Mr Mike Lovell, was not present at the Meeting.
	

	9.
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
	

	
	District Councillor, Mr Nigel Dragon, informed the Councillors that there were 5 car parking spaces available in Station Road and 3 spaces available in the West Street car park.  It had come to his attention that Purbeck District Council were making car parking permits available for 6 months despite a policy of only providing yearly permits.  The new make up of the District Council was 12 Liberals, 10 Conservatives and 2 Independents.  The posts to be allocated at the AGM on the following Thursday.  He is currently on the Licensing, Audit & Governance and the Overview & Scrutiny Panels.  There had been a trailer at the Norden Park and Ride being used for advertising but it was blocking the cycleway and he thought the Police may have moved it.  The Greyhound public house was being investigated by the Planning Department because despite being turned down for planning permission to use the rear garden as a beer garden in 2005 it was still being used.  More recently the tenants have installed 40m2 of decking, a gazebo and removed a tree, the Enforcement Officer attended the premises last week.  There was still a lot of litter in the Square from the recent fireworks that has not been removed.  The Corfest banner went back up recently.  Councillors discussed advertising in general and decided to request information from PDC about the Burngate Stone Centre advertising sign.
	Clerk

	10.
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	
	The Council discussed the revised District Council time limits for consideration of planning applications.  They have to be dealt with in a much shorter period of time now and this means they will often be considered and decided by the Planning Committee prior to the next Parish Council Meeting.  This new regime will deny many residents the opportunity to appear at a Parish Council Meeting in order to comment on an application.  Residents will have to write in to the District Council to ensure their comments are taken into account and, if necessary, speak at the District Council Planning Boards.  However, as there is no public half hour in a Planning Board this can mean having to wait a considerable period of time before being able to speak.  These changes appear to the Parish Council as yet another reduction in the democratic right of residents and ratepayers to get involved and have their say in what goes on locally.  This item to be mentioned in the Corfe Valley News.
	

	
	6/10/0212 (LBC) – The Castle Tea Rooms, The Square, Corfe Castle – Erect historical timeline on east elevation. 





No objection.
	

	
	6/10/0218 – The Music Room, Woolgarston, Corfe Castle – Use building as an independent permanent dwelling.  Certificate of Lawful Use - Existing. 





Parish Council Comments.  According to local knowledge this building was always known as an art studio / games room.  Major works were carried out on it in 2002 and it was then let as holiday accommodation from 2003 under the name Music Room.  It is the Parish Councils belief that it has never been an independent building separate from the main property formerly known as Little Woolgarston Cottage and now known as Roffy House.
	

	
	6/10/0225 – Grace Cottage, 51 East Street, Corfe Castle – Remove existing garden sheds and erect new toolshed, woodshed/furniture store and summerhouse. 





The Parish Council objects to this Application. The Council suggests this proposal is over development within the Conservation Area.  There are concerns about the materials being used for the proposed toolshed/garden furniture store and the woodshed.  They are of a far greater size and of  permanent construction.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillors discussed the CPRE magazine article (correspondence item 139 last month) in respect of the proposed wind farm in Poole Bay and were concerned that the power lines seem likely to come ashore across the Isle of Purbeck.  They decided it was a matter that required further investigation.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	RESULTS OF APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED
	

	
	Decisions taken by Development and Building Control Manager under delegated powers:
	CC  PDC

	1. 
	6/10/0125 – Challow Bryre, Sandy Hill Lane, Corfe Castle – Erect single storey rear extensions, alterations to existing windows, install roof lights and erect car port extension to existing detached garage.
	No    App.

Obj.  

	2. 
	6/10/0192 – 115 East Street, Corfe Castle – Erect extensions to garage with store over and new porch to rear entrance.
	No    No.

Obj.  Info.

	3. 
	6/10/0203 – Encombe House, Kingston – Internal refurbishment of self contained east wing.
	No    Not

Obj.  Det.

	4. 
	6/10/0204 – The Castle Tea Rooms, The Square, Corfe Castle – Erect historical timeline on east elevation.
	No    Not

Obj.  Det.

	5. 
	6/09/0265 – 82 East Street, Corfe Castle – Alteration to existing rear access to provide off street parking space and erect new gates.
	Obj.  Not

         Det.

  

	6. 
	6/10/0082 – Land off Puddletown Road, East Stoke – Erection of 4 Wind Turbines (up to 125m high) etc.
	Obj.  Not

         Det.

  

	7. 
	6/10/0107 – 28 West Street, Corfe Castle – Erect single storey extension of garage to form studio.
	No    App.

Obj.

	8. 
	6/10/0031 – Roffy House, Woolgarston, Corfe Castle – Change of use of part of dwelling to an independent unit of accommodation.
	Obj.  No.

         Info.

	9. 
	6/09/0265 – 82 East Street, Corfe Castle – Alteration to existing rear access to provide off street parking space and erect new gates.
	No    Not

Obj.  Det.

	
	Tree Preservation Order / Conservation Area Applications or Consents:
	

	1. 
	Nil.
	

	
	
	

	11.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS 
	

	A
	RESOLUTIONS REQUIRED :
	

	
	(1) ROSPA INSPECTION

Scheme not notified to the Clerk yet this year.  However, assuming request comes in soon a resolution is required for the Council to join in with any District Council organised scheme.  Last year it cost £45 for the safety inspection or £55 including a risk assessment (The Council paid £55 last year).  Councillors decided to go for the option that includes a risk assessment.  

The resolution was proposed by Cllr Windsor and seconded by Cllr Green.

(2) INSURANCE RENEWAL

Transferred from Allianz to the Local Council team within Aon (presumably all Council clients moved over).  This years premium is £1,295.26.  Previous 2009 premium was £1,212.16 – this is an increase of £83.10 or 6.9% (£97.99 and 8.8% increase in the previous year).  [Budget figure is £1,400 including £50 for extra items to be added].  The Members decided to accept the renewal.

The resolution was proposed by Cllr Reynolds and seconded by Cllr Austin.

Councillors decided to have a Finance meeting to discuss the items insured.  The Playground in particular needs revising - cover needs to be extended to the new playground equipment and seats.

(3) PHIL DUFFY MEMORIAL
The Council resolved to buy the seat from Haysom Quarry last month.  The balance excluding VAT has now been received from Mr Paul Duffy - £2550 prior to paying the invoice from the Quarry - £3,765.88 (incl. VAT).  Current monies held for this purpose - £655 (donations).  The cheque from Mr Duffy has not been paid in yet subject to further authorisation from the Council.  Calculation as follows :-  

Parish and Public Donations -  £  655.00

Mr Duffy Donation                - £2,550.00
Net Total                                  £3,205.00

Plus VAT@ 17.5%                  £   560.88
Total incl. VAT                        £3,765.88
The above total amount includes all works to install the seat in the Sports Field.

The Members resolved to proceed with the above transaction and to accept the invoice from Haysom Quarry.
The resolution was proposed by Cllr Jenkins and seconded by Cllr Reynolds.

Councillors Green and Austin declared a personal interest in this matter under the Council’s Code of Conduct as friends of Mr Duffy but as it was not a prejudicial interest under paragraph 16.1 remained in the meeting during its consideration.

(4) SUGGESTED INCREASE IN RENT FOR PART OF THE PLAYING FIELD (MICHAEL BONDS LAND)
As a result of further consideration the Council resolved to accept an increase in the rent from £35 to £50 from 1st September 2010.  The details of future reviews to be finalised afterwards by discussion. The Members decided to accept the renewal.

The resolution was proposed by Cllr Windsor and seconded by Cllr Glover.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	B
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
	

	
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


AON LIMITED – Parish Council insurance premium
£1,295.26

W J HAYSOM & SON – Phil Duffy Memorial Bench
£3,765.88

1 & 1 INTERNET LIMITED – Website provision
£35.18

DAPTC – Annual subscription (last year £395.10)
£374.40

J M DUNN – Clerk’s pay and expenses
£679.95

EVERYTHING 4 PRINTERS – Replacement printer cartridge
£37.00

J M DUNN – Petty cash
£50.00

The above payments proposed by Cllr Reynolds and seconded by Cllr Jenkins.

Monthly direct debits

BRITISH TELECOM – Parish telephone
£22.50

SITA UK LTD – Waste disposal for Gods Acre
£43.13

Paid In

LLOYDS BANK INTEREST
£0.65

ANNUAL PRECEPT – First half of Annual Precept – 14th April
£10,450.00

MESSRS CRACKLE, DYER, THURLOW & WILLIAMS
£20.00

– Allotment Plots 5,2,7&8 (£5 each)

MESSRS COLE, FORD & FORSYTH – Allotment Plots 6,3&1
£15.00
To be Paid In

VAT REFUND FOR 2008/9 [BACS]
£2,474.26

Cheque from Mr Paul Duffy – Philip and Janet Duffy Memorial Bench
£2,550.00

	

	12.
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
	

	
	Not for Circulation
	

	148. 
	Poster for Purbeck Aware Events Guides from PDC.
	

	149. 
	Laurie Clark, General Manager for the National Trust in Purbeck copies us in on his e-mail to the Daily Echo.  We are committed to keeping these allotments in Corfe Castle and that they remain available to local residence.  We are currently in negotiations with the parish council about there future management, one issue is of course the rent , we have not reviewed the rent for about 10 years. The allotments are large and currently charged a rent of approx £10 a year. It is therefore natural that any potential change will be of concern and the Trust recognising this and wishes to resolve the matter in the next couple of months.
	

	150. 
	Amy Jeenes of the National Trust e-mails - I have today written to you regarding the allotments, so you should receive that tomorrow.  Rob showed me the boundary in question yesterday. The wall itself appears from the records I have to be the responsibility of the neighbouring property who are suffering from intruders and not the responsibility of the National Trust or you as our tenants.The wall is not in good condition and putting a fence in front of it may only be a temporary measure if the wall collapses in the near future. It also appears that the leylandi hedge will need to be substantially cut back in order to erect a 2 metre fence.  Whilst I do not have an objection in principle to a fence being erected along this boundary line, I would be reluctant to approve it unless some agreement can be made with the neighbours to sure-up the wall and to cut back the leylandi. Otherwise I foresee you spending a lot of money on a fence that may need replacing in the not so distant future. I would also want to have some sort of written agreement with the neighbours that any fence erected does not denote the true boundary between the properties, but that is fairly straightforward for me to arrange, should we get to that stage.  Does this give you enough information to be able to go back to the neighbours and come to some sort of arrangement? Perhaps you could let me know the outcome of your further discussions with them and I can then authorise the fence, if that is what is decided upon.
	

	151. 
	Phil Stuckey, Area Warden West Purbeck, NT e-mails - Pippa Russell mentioned that the council had a number of concerns regarding NT matters that lie in my area of responsibility.  Apparently concern was expressed about why the PC was not informed about recent tree work; I presume this was the felling of Scots Pine along the path from West Mill to the NT car park that started on Monday 12th April. As these trees were in the habit of randomly shedding large limbs onto the busy visitor route below I decided that their removal was the best option. Permission to carry out the work was sort from Purbeck DC, and they consulted Corfe Castle PC as part of the process. The PC were copied into the consent letter sent from Purbeck DC on 13 August 2009, however, in the future I will endeavour to ensure the village as a whole are informed of major tree work via the Corfe Valley News. I also wish to inform the PC that shortly we are intending to further dismantle the stump of an ash tree located at the top of Oliver Vyes Lane.  I also understand concerns were raised about footpath gates. We always strive to maintain footpaths and gates in the best possible condition, therefore I would welcome a list of specific locations from the PC about where we can make improvements.
	

	152. 
	DAPTC Invoice for subscription - £374.40 (last year £381.60).
	

	153. 
	DAPTC questionnaire on IT use.

Replied to electronically from an e-mail version.
	

	154. 
	Letter from Amy Jeenes of the National Trust about the Allotments.
	

	155. 
	BACS notification from PDC that the first half of the precept was paid on 14th April.
	

	156. 
	DAPTC Purbeck Area Meeting – the  next meeting to be held on Monday 
26th April, 7pm at Stoborough Village Hall.
	

	157. 
	Purbeck District Council’s Planning Board meeting is on the 29 April 2010, the venue for this meeting is the Council Chamber at Wareham Town Hall.
	

	158. 
	DAPTC provide a new updated version of Governance & Accountability.
	

	159. 
	Notice of Poll from PDC – Parliamentary elections notices for display.
	

	160. 
	Jill Jackson, Environmental Services Officer, Purbeck District Council e-mails - We have been informed that the liners in the litter bins at the play area have totally rusted out and are becoming dangerous.  These litter bins are emptied by Purbeck but were not supplied by Purbeck.  Please can you arrange for the liners to be replaced?

Clerks reply : Thank you for the notification.  Up until very recently I was under the impression that all litter bins were supplied by PDC (dog bins by the Parish Council) so the source of appropriate liners would be a puzzle for the Parish Council.  Perhaps you can inform us how you know the ownership of litter bins so that I can update the Parish records with the ownership of these bins (e.g. they are not on our asset register).  In any event we would appreciate your assistance in identifying the appropriate liner manufacturer of these specific litter bins with your greater experience in these matters.  Do you remember I notified you recently about the demolition of the double litter bins outside the National Trust offices (The Square, Corfe Castle) so that you could pursue the driver/insurance company of the lady that drove into them in order to secure a replacement for this season.  Did you manage to speak to the National Trust about the details of this event and follow this up ?  I have just been told that these bins were presented to the village in the past for doing well in the "Best Kept Village" competition.  So I must assume these also should have been on our asset register and I will now need to pursue the matter but would appreciate knowing where you got to with this issue.

Jill Jackson : Thank you for your prompt reply.  With regards to the ownership of the litter bins in the play area these are not the type of bins that have ever been supplied by Purbeck District Council and I was informed by my predecessor that the bins were parish council’s.  With regards to the liners, I am unsure where you would get liners for those bins! We use a company called Wybone Limited for the supply of our litter bins.  They can be contacted by email sales@wybone.co.uk or 01226 744010, they also have a website, but I cannot see a product that would match these bins!  With regards to the double litter bins outside the National Trust Offices, I emailed Lawrence Showell but did not receive a reply, so did not get anywhere with this.
	

	161. 
	Mr Ford, Chairperson of the newly formed Corfe Castle Allotment Association writes to the Parish Council.  I have received your letter of the 16th March 2010.  However, you have not really answered the questions and concerns I have raised in my letter of the 10th March 2010.  We were also prevented from raising our concerns at the last Parish council meeting, as the public was not allowed to attend this.  We have now formed a Corfe Castle Allotment Association and are united in our concern over our allotments and the underhanded way the Corfe Castle Parish Council has dealt with this matter. We wish to be informed about anything regarding our allotments, especially if there are such drastic changes involved, as you seem to be proposing.  We all disagree with your statement that we are only allowed to plant things that grow until the 29th September. This is totally unworkable and in fact pointless.  We have also found out, from the Dorset Record Office in Dorchester, that our particular allotments, Plot 919, have already existed as allotment gardens in 1901 and has been in constant use ever since. They are likely to be even older, as every parishioner in Corfe Castle was historically provided with an allotment. We as an association would like to view the original documents that state the change from agricultural land to allotment gardens. We think that Plot 919, as one of the few remaining allotment gardens left, should be made a statutory allotment immediately.  We are still insisting, that the Corfe Castle Parish Council fulfils its obligation and provides us with allotments, which are secure for the future use of the parishioners of Corfe Castle.  We also reject the proposed rise in the rent of our allotments, as neither the Parish Council nor the National Trust have made the slightest improvements on them. In fact, you have consistently refused our demands. As there has been no cost to you, apart from the rent, how could there be a rent rise? The same applies to the landlord, who as a charitable trust should not use our historical allotment gardens as an increasing source of income. The only improvements have been made by the hard work of the allotment holders, so they should have a reduction in their rents. We also think that allotment holders over 70 should have a FREE allotment. And as the Parish Council subsidises Leisure activities and activities for pensioners, as well as sport, why not subsidise the allotments.  We would like to discuss all these matters with the Corfe Castle Parish Council as soon as possible and ask to be put on the agenda at the next Parish Council meeting on 10th May 2010.
	

	162. 
	Environment Agency notification of a new co-ordinator of flood management at Blandford – Roxanne Parsons.
	

	163. 
	Just to inform the P.C that the planning training I attended on April 12th did not cover the subject we expected it to cover,( the new delegation arrangements for planning applications.) Instead Alan Davis talked about two subjects;

 

1.The History of U.K Town Planning.

2.Planning Conditions 

Notes will be forwarded to the P.C from Mr Davis for circulation
	

	164. 
	Mr Andy Ackerman, Head of Highways and Transportation, DCC writes. Thank you for your letter of the 15 March and I apologise for not having replied sooner.  I appreciate that there has been some confusion over traffic management measures for the village and I trust that I can paint a clearer picture for the future albeit that the funding situation will dictate the pace at which this can happen.  Your comment about maintaining a viable working village is appreciated. However, from the highway authority's view, it has a duty to provide a legal and safe environment for all road users as well as providing traffic capacity as being part of the County's principal road network.

Dealing with your Option 1, the removal of the seasonal parking outside nos 90-124, this is a measure that can be taken forward in order to allow residents to legally park cars on the verge. However, such parking will need to be controlled in such a way that the footway is not obstructed for pedestrians, people with pushchairs or wheelchairs. I consider this a stand alone measure that will need to be consulted upon with local residents to provide the optimum solution. There is, however, a risk that visitors may choose to park on the carriageway particularly during the summer season that may cause unacceptable delays to the large volume of passing traffic. This has not been a problem outside the summer period but would need to be carefully monitored. Perhaps your parish council would like to initiate consultation with local residents with regard to the manner of parking that will remove the risk of footway obstruction? In the meantime, no parking enforcement will take place in this immediate area.

The second part of removing the double yellow lines outside nos 25-41 is far more complicated because of the question about highway rights and land ownership. Until this becomes clearer then again no parking enforcement will take place. However, there remains the issue of obstruction of the footway and this will remain the responsibility of the police.

I hope my comments clarify the position and I look forward to working with the parish council on these difficult issues.
	

	165. 
	Please find attached a nomination form for representatives for the DAPTC Area Committees.  Your council can nominate two reps, one can be the clerk, to attend area meetings.  Please return the form to us as soon as your council has elected their representatives.
	

	166. 
	Duty of Care Waste Transfer Note.
	

	167. 
	Monthly report of National Trust ‘doings’.

Councillors discussed the above document and it was suggested the report become a monthly report similar to County and District Councillor as a separate item.  Mr Clark of the National Trust requested an opportunity to present their Property Business Plan to the Council.  It was suggested the matter be scheduled before the next Meeting.
	Clerk

	168. 
	Vanessa Gifford to leave DAPTC.  Tony Gibb has kindly offered to organise a collection towards a farewell gift for Vanessa.  Any clerk or councillor wishing to make a personal contribution is requested to send a cheque by 31 May 2010. Please make it payable to: A H Gibb and send it to:    The Old Forge, Dean Lane, Sixpenny Handley, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 5PA.
	

	169. 
	Marie Pope's Term of Office comes to an end in the middle of next month and she has told us that she does not wish to be re-nominated.  As you are aware, Marie replaced David Foot, the Congregational Pastor,  who gave up his trusteeship prior to his retirement.  We would very much like the new Pastor, Gordon Clements, to fill this vacancy as he is ideally placed to be aware of cases of hardship in the Parish. A number of the almshouse residents attend his church, and several others in his congregation are on our waiting list.  Gordon has now been Pastor for about 18 months and has had the opportunity to settle in and get to know the local people (not only his congregation).  He is a former counsellor with experience in dealing with alcohol abuse, debt etc.  He has indicated that he would be prepared to serve if nominated, and the Trustees very much hope that the Parish Council will support this to strengthen the pastoral role of the charity. Please include this item on your Agenda. I look forward to hearing from you in due course.
	

	170. 
	Amy Jeenes of the National Trust writes about the Allotment lease.  I wrote to you on 15th April 2010 after my meeting with Rob Green, when we decided that the Parish Council and National Trust would meet in June/July to finalise matters regarding the allotment lease.  You have subsequently left me a message indicating, I think, that the Parish Council wish to give up the allotments lease. If this is the case, could you please write to us formally to express that this is what you want to do.
	

	170a.


	Dear Mrs Marshallsay,

It is with regret that I am tendering my resignation as a Councillor on Corfe Castle Parish Council. Please accept my apologies for not being able to complete my full term of office.
I have enjoyed my time working alongside yourself and the other Councillors. It has been interesting and enlightening.  Wishing the Council good luck in all the work they do in the future. I shall read the minutes each month with interest and a lot more insight.

Yours sincerely
Hazel Cemm

The Chairman expressed great regret on behalf of the Council that Mrs Cemm was leaving and wished her well.
	

	
	For Individual Distribution before or at the Meeting
	

	171. 
	DAPTC Newsletter – Spring 2010.
	

	172. 
	Purbeck District Council Information Bulletin – May 2010.
	

	173. 
	Dorset Direct Contact Cards.
	

	
	For Circulation at the Meeting
	

	174. 
	Alan Davies, Development Control Manager, Purbeck District Council e-mails - Firstly, could I thank all those councilors and clerks who attend the above planning training event – I hope you found it helpful.  As promised, I attach copies of my presentations.  For our next round of training, (October 2010) we agreed it would be helpful to cover the subjects of (a) Listed Buildings and (b) Trees / TPOs and I have asked the Officers with responsibility for those areas to lead each event - Ben Webb the Councils Design and Conservation Officer for Listed Buildings and Gwydion Howell who will be the new Arboricultural Officer who joins us from Poole Borough Council on 24th May.
	

	175. 
	Benjamin Webb, Design and Conservation Officer, Purbeck District Council -  Please find attached a briefing note prepared in relation to the publication of Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment and its accompanying Practice Guide. This will be of use to all those with a role or an interest in the planning process as it details some important changes in policy, terminology, emphasis and approach. Please contact me if any queries.
	

	176. 
	SMP playground information.
	

	177. 
	DCC letter on Community Self-Help during Extreme Winter Weather.  Includes provision of grit bins by Parish Councils !

E-mail sent to DCC on the problem areas identified by residents this winter past.
	

	178. 
	Dorset Local Access Forum seventh annual report – 2008/9.
	

	179. 
	Dorset Crimebeat is a High Sheriff initiative and a charity which aims to empower and give young people a chance to make a real difference in their community.
	

	180. 
	Advertising from BAGO – tools for litter.
	

	181. 
	Kompan Playgrounds brochure.
	

	182. 
	CPRE Countryside Voice magazine – Spring 2010.
	

	183. 
	NHS 24/7 magazine – edition 11, spring 2010.
	

	184. 
	Clerks and Councils’ Direct magazine – May 2010, issue 69.
	

	185. 
	DCE magazine – External Environment Product Review.
	

	186. 
	Agenda for the Purbeck District Council Annual Meeting on Thursday, 13th May at 7pm at Westport House.  Attached minutes for the previous Council Meeting, meetings of Audit and Governance Panel, Overview and Scrutiny Group, Policy Group, Purbeck Community Housing Group.
	

	187. 
	Record RSS advertising material for designing play areas.
	


The meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

Date of next meeting: Monday 14th June 2010
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