Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

TUESDAY 18th JANUARY 2011 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Tuesday 16th March 2010

Present:
Emily Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Jayne Thomas (The Sweet Shop), Mike Moriarty (Walks and Holiday Lets), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Farriers Lodge), Mick Dean (Swanage Railway), Michael Bond (Corfe Castle Holidays), Pippa Russell (National Trust), David Churchill (Purbeck Mac Support), Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Ken Wollaston (Parish Council), Susie Mitchell (Alford House B&B).

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No matters arising.

2.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

Mick Dean of Swanage Railway reported income up 11% last year, the best year ever.  He had noticed a recent BBC South report promoting this area.  The Railway would be running daily services from 27th March this year.  Pippa Russell said the National Trust income was up 23% last year, a new record for them.  However, trading was 2% down at present.  The Trust would be promoting four free weekends this year with the first on the 20th/21st March (car parks and properties all free).  Corfest 2010 would also be one of the free weekends in September.

3.
Car Parking

The meeting discussed the current high cost of permits to park in Station Road.  The need for a mirror or some other means of getting safely out of Station Road.  The Parish Councils consultation with Dorset County Council over the access to the Road.  Michael Bond mentioned the problems of access to West Street when everyone parks opposite his property.  Discussion of the high fees for the West Street car park, both permits and public car parking.  There was a suggestion that this year it may well affect sales in the shops and other facilities because tourists will only have so much to spend and they may only come once.  This lead on to the current road works on the Sandford Road and how quiet the village was this weekend (just gone) with respect to tourists.  The Sandbanks Ferry will probably undergo refurbishment this November (normally a two year cycle).  Pippa Russell touched on the possibility of the Studland Beach parking disappearing as the shore is eroded over the next few years.  Similarly, the rapidly increasing cost of petrol will probably result in less tourists.

4.
Miscellaneous Matters

The Bed and Breakfast/Camping sheets were checked and updated.  

It is the 125th Anniversary of the Swanage Railway this year and there is an extra event to celebrate it.  Mick Dean mentioned the Norden parking being reviewed as part of the SPIT initiative looking into the use of the transport interchange (Halcro report).  He acknowledged the request to lengthen the opening hours. The evening train timetable would enable later visitors to park.  However, it appears BP may be reducing staff use of the parking which is a disincentive to opening it earlier to the public (reduced staff to park at the Refinery, Furzebrook and Wareham Station).  

David Churchill led discussion of the recent Broadband problems emanating from telephone exchange work to produce faster Broadband in the Portland area.  This has lead to the whole coastal area from Portland to the Isle of Purbeck losing speed and even connection at times.  Apparently this problem is happening again right now.  He has set up a website called Purbeck Broadband.co.uk to coordinate efforts to get BT to acknowledge the problems they are creating in this area.  Chamber of Trade to update their website soon.  Possibility of connecting the various websites in Corfe Castle to improve visibility on the web.

The Rating Revaluation is imminent and likely to increase business overheads (1/4/2010).

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday the 19th October 2010.  This meeting finished at 8.43pm.

