
CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

HELD AT THE FIRST SCHOOL, CORFE CASTLE 

ON MONDAY 14th DECEMBER 2009
PRESENT:



Cllr S Austin


Cllr Mrs H Cemm

Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Ellwood


Cllr Mrs J Glover


Cllr R Green


Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)


Cllr Mrs D Reynolds


Cllr K Wollaston

PUBLIC HALF HOUR

Miss Katie Cruickshank of the Purbeck Environment Action Team gave Councillors some information on ways of reducing energy consumption.

Mr Rod Harris provided the Council with photos of sign damage to his shop; suggested parked cars protect pedestrians and that there had been very little congestion in the road adjacent his shop over a three month period.

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Cllr Mrs J Jenkins and Cllr G Windsor.
	

	2.
	MINUTES
	

	
	It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th November 2009 be confirmed, and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	3.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	3.1
	Re November Item 3.1 – Road Safety Matters
Recent History with Dorset County Council (DCC):-

(a) Meeting with Mr Andrew Ackerman and Tim Westwood from DCC,  Barry Ashdown and Iain Leslie from the Police, the Chairman, Cllr Dragon and Clerk on Tuesday 18th August.  No decisions taken, more research at their end and further discussions before any action.  Any future action by CCPC on this subject to be an agenda item.  

(b) Mr Steve Howard of DCC assigned to sort out Corfe Castle traffic matters.  He along with Richard Stubbs and Andrew Brown met with Cllr Dragon and the Clerk on Wednesday 21st October.  All the subjects mentioned in the previous meeting were referred to in the process of doing a walk-round in order to acquaint Mr Howard with them.  Many ideas aired by DCC representatives.  However, Mr Howard asked for some time to take his ideas back to his colleagues, discuss them and then suggest solutions to the Parish Council.

(c)Mr Steve Howard of DCC update to the Council on some of the following:-
1) Puffin crossing at possible locations o/s the School and the Library – results of the survey are  back but not examined and ratified as justifying a crossing as yet.  Results will be known by Wednesday when the Clerk is meeting Mr Howard and Mr Burt again for another walk round.  Councillors wondered why the planned refurbishment of the existing crossing had not taken place. Thanks to go to the Parish Maintenance unit for the new signs under the Castle.
(2) DCC have a proposal for staggered all year parking along East Street which could solve the verge parking problem in the area outside numbers 90-124 East Street south of the Library and would also replace the seasonal parking with small groups of all year parking up to just past Why Jewellers – this proposal has been discussed with DCC colleagues and is looking positive as a measure to provide both parking and traffic calming.  However, they have no similar proposal for the area outside numbers 25-41 East Street – Clerk not sure if the original options for resolution still apply (DCC letter 3rd August 2009 - remove lines or designate the areas as permitted parking) – to be clarified on Wednesday.

(3) DCC will not provide 20 mph zones because of cost, signage mess, low speed anyway etc etc.  Councillors suggested these type of zones have been introduced in Portsmouth, Salisbury andLondon – what was different in Corfe Castle? 

(4) Possible keep clear zone o/s Station Road – DCC are not supporting this due to appearance although technically feasible.  Councillors were still keen to have this feature introduced.
(5) Possible double yellow lines opposite all year parking in West Street from the car park entrance to the exit – DCC are investigating this proposal – Mr Tony Burt to look at this on Wednesday.  Councillors did not support this measure and suggested the proposal had been inaccurately recorded.  They want both sides of the road between the car park entrance and 53 West Street marked with double yellow lines to prevent any parking. 

(6) DCC proposal for removing yellow plaques on walls – Mr Howard to make sure these small parking signs disappear soon;

(7) Church Knowle Lay-by - signage to stop camper vans and hot food sellers is approved in principle by DCC – A Traffic Regulation Order will be required.  This may be joined in with the other work in the village to avoid extra costs (each order £2,500).  However, if the other traffic management proposals are delayed, then this may get its own funding to avoid delay.  Councillors reported from the Annual Parking Consultation meeting that Mrs Anne Marie Goodbody of DCC thought they were investigating the possibility of the lay-by becoming a Pay and Display area.

and a non resident request:-
(8) DCC thoughts on the request to the PC that the Studland turn has traffic lights to stop the queues from the beach in the Summer – this will involve a lot of investigation and will best be done in the Spring/Summer. 

Meeting arranged for 11.30am on Wednesday, 16th December 2009 at the Library.
West Street – Other Matters – see correspondence item 485 – no DCC action on verges and Webbers Close.
Reg Spiller Memorial Slabs – some slabs are still loose (around the Eddie Holland Memorial Seat) – Richard Spiller has had his men look at the problem. It will be done soon.
	Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

	3.2
	Re November Item 3.2 – Phil Duffy Memorial
Cllr Green reported the stonework finished.  However, the family were seeking to have the memorial placed in a different location.  The Clerk to contact Mr Paul Duffy.
	Cllr Green

Clerk

	3.3
	Re November Item 3.3 – Playground Matters 

See item 5 for the separate agenda item this month.
	

	3.4
	Re November Item 3.4 – East and West Street Toilets 

West Street toilets – Nothing new.  

Cllr Dragon reported on the East Street toilets and their disposal by the District Council.  Mr Hart of PDC is awaiting a letter from the National Trust about the possible use of the toilets as an extension to the adjacent residential property.
	Cllr Dragon



	3.5
	Re November Item 3.5 – Allotments 

See correspondence item 497 - Amy Jeenes (NT) writes suggesting a new lease subject to certain items.  Clerk met with her on Wednesday 21st October at the allotments to discuss the matter.  A letter has now come addressing the concerns of the National Trust.  It specifies permitted size, location and colour of shed to be allowed (currently not allowed at all) per plot or half plot, all those sheds and items of equipment or material that need to be removed to comply with the new head lease or license to the Parish Council.  The Trust will expect the plot holders to comply with the new terms before they are offered an allotment for the 2010 year.

The new head rent of £400 means the allotments will have to cost £50 per plot or £25 half plot minimum in order for the Parish Council to cover the head rent.
Councillors discussed the letter and concluded that the Council is now in a difficult position.  It is unlikely to please existing plot holders who have expressed a reluctance to accept any change, particularly in rent, and that there is a distinct possibility of the head rent exceeding income if some plot holders decide to give up their plots.  The Council decided to approach the National Trust to see if they would be prepared to deal with the allotments directly without the help of the Parish Council.
	Clerk

	3.6
	Re November Item 3.6 – Tourism  

Councillors received a report from Cllrs Dragon and Green who attended the Annual Parking Consultation meeting at Purbeck District Council.  They sought a 10% reduction in parking fees in order to support both local business interests and residents with parking permits (from the last Meeting).  Unfortunately, the District Council is about to consider a recommendation for a 2.5% increase in permit fees and the West Street parking fees to be the same all year.  If passed by the Policy Group (PDC), this effectively increases the parking fee for 2 hours from £1 to £2.10 in the winter.  By comparison the parking fee for 2 hours in Wareham is £1.  The resident reserved spaces in both towns will increase to £6.04 per week.  They also reported that Mrs Anne Marie Goodbody of DCC expected the Church Knowle lay-by to be a Pay and Display area soon.

Members decided to make it clear in the Corfe Valley News that the Council was against the proposed increase in fees.
	Clerk

	3.7
	Re November Item 3.7 – Gods Acre  

See correspondence item 478 – The Trustees are asking the PC to pay for tarmac surfacing the new entrance to Gods Acre and seeking PDC permission.  The Council supports the request to surface the new entrance (see financial matters) and will request permission from the District Council to do the work.  Proposed by Cllr  Wollaston and seconded by Cllr Reynolds.
The “Trustees” have queried their status, their responsibilities and liabilities.  Councillors looked at the letter by former Clerk, Mr Yeoman, dated 15th June 1999 which sets out the basis of their operations as delegated by the Council as Burial Authority.  The Trustees cannot be covered by the Parish Council insurance policy because they do not operate fully as a sub committee of the Council – this requires that they have no money of their own, have meetings open to the public and record all their meetings and financial status within the Parish records/minutes.  The Parish Council nominees to report back to the Trustees. 
	Clerk

Cllrs

Cemm

Green

Reynolds

	
	
	

	4.
	RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR ELLWOOD
	

	
	Councillor Mrs Jane Ellwood decided to resign at the end of the December Meeting and had written to the Council to that effect.  The Chairman thanked her for all the good work she has done on behalf of the Council and wished her well.

Councillor Ellwood was on the Finance Committee, the Housing Committee and the  Playground Committee.  Councillor Wollaston was elected to the Finance Committee.  Proposed by Cllr Reynolds and seconded by Cllr Glover. Councillors decided it was not necessary to find replacements for the other committees.  The Draft Budget for 2010/2011 to be discussed at a Finance Meeting in the New Year before the January Parish Council Meeting.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	PLAYGROUND
	

	
	Fencing To Properties Adjacent The Playground 

See correspondence item 490 – reply from Mr Bond.  He suggests the proposed fence (to the properties adjacent the playground) be put on the neighbours side as it is for their benefit.  This is not an unqualified permission and the Council would still need proper permission before going ahead.  Councillors discussed the ownership and in view of possible confusion decided to ask the National Trust if they consider the land is in their ownership (Mr Phil Stuckey then surveyor).  Also, whether the trees would need cutting back before any fencing is erected.

Playing Field grass cutting – Brighstone say the injured net is now pegged so as to contain the ball.  They offer £20 compensation (verbal today).  Councillors suggested it should be more – the Clerk to speak to Brighstone.

Playground Check list – The Chairman to be responsible for January (weekly) safety checks and Cllr Glover to be responsible for February. 
	Clerk

Clerk

Chairman Cllr Glover

	
	
	

	6.
	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
	

	
	County Councillor, Mr Mike Lovell, reported on the representations and debate about schools before the Overview Committee at DCC two weeks ago.  There is no proposed closure of existing Primary Schools at the moment but there will be more consultation on the 20th January and into February.  Any proposed changes to the three tier schooling (Purbeck Review) in the Purbeck area will struggle to get capital funding from Central Government in the present economic climate. 
	

	
	
	

	7.
	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
	

	
	District Councillor, Mr Nigel Dragon, reported the new owners of the West Street surgery site in consultation over design changes.  The Policy Development Panel will be considering Tourism funding at the next meeting.  A complaint about the live music at the Scotts Arms is being considered by the Licensing Board (not notified to the Parish Council).  He voted against a proposal to spend £100,000 by the Purbeck Rail Partnership (Network Rail, DCC, Poole BC, Swanage Railway and PDC) because there was not enough information provided upon which to make an informed decision (carried despite this).
	

	
	
	

	8.
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	
	Members considered the following applications, and resolved to respond to Purbeck District Council as follows:
	Clerk letter

	
	6/09/0670 (LBC) – Village Hall Car Park, East Street, Corfe Castle – Retain existing five Portakabins for a further 5 years. 




No objection.
	

	
	6/09/0472 – 71 West Street, Corfe Castle – Demolish and rebuild existing wall to align with verge along Webbers Close.  Revised scheme for consideration – see correspondence item about option 2. 




The Parish Council has no objection to the original application.  The Parish Council originally opposed this proposal for clarification reasons.  These have now been provided and the Council wishes to see the original scheme implemented with the hedge removed.  This hedge has no historical significance, being planted in 1947, or special value and its removal would provide more parking space in Webbers Close.
	

	
	
	

	
	RESULTS OF APPLICATIONS PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED
	

	
	Decisions taken by Development and Building Control Manager under delegated powers:
	CC  PDC

	1. 
	6/09/0621 (LBC) – 24 West Street, Kingston – Carry out works to the front elevation roof – felt, batten and tile.
	No    App

Obj.  

	2. 
	6/09/0518 – Knaveswell Farm, Knitson Lane, Corfe Castle – Erect straw storage barn and covered feed store.                                    Parish : Langton Matravers.
	No    Wd 

Obj.   as 

      invalid

	3. 
	6/09/0563 – 17 Battlemead, Corfe Castle – Erect single storey rear extension.
	No    App

Obj.  

	4. 
	6/09/0579 – Louem, Norden, Corfe Castle – Erect rear conservatory.
	No    App

Obj.  

	5. 
	6/09/0566 (LBC) – 14 East Street, Corfe Castle – Remove chimney and make alterations to kitchen including alterations to rear door and window and alterations to bathroom.
	No    App

Obj.  

	6. 
	6/09/0526 – 5 Battlemead, Corfe Castle – Extend roof and insert rear dormer window to facilitate loft conversion.
	No    App

Obj.  

	7. 
	6/09/0537 – 71 West Street, Corfe Castle – Site mobile stable block.
	Obj.  Wd



	8. 
	6/09/0538 – 14 East Street, Corfe Castle – Move internal doorway.
	No    Wd

Obj.  

	9. 
	6/09/0540 – Corfe Castle Camping Site, Bucknowle, Corfe Castle – Refurbish and upgrade site including internal access roads and the porous surfacing of 40 existing caravan pitches.
	No    App

Obj.  

	10. 
	6/09/0552 – Oakwood Farm, Ailwood, Corfe Castle – Retain use of building for storage of old lorries and agricultural bygones.
	No    App

Obj.  

	11. 
	6/09/0452 – Challow Farm, Sandy Hill Lane, Corfe Castle – Erect a two storey side extension and porch.  Insert two dormers to front and one with velux to rear of annexe.  Alterations and landscaping. 
	No    App

Obj.  

	12. 
	6/09/0472 – 71 West Street, Corfe Castle – Demolish and rebuild existing wall to align with verge along Webbers Close. 
	Obj.  Not

         Det.

	13. 
	6/09/0477 – The Annexe, Greystone Court, Kingston – Erect single storey rear extension and make external alterations. 
	No    App

Obj.  

	14. 
	6/09/0265 – 82 East Street, Corfe Castle – Alteration to existing rear access to provide off street parking space and erect new gates. 
	No    Not

Obj.  Det.

	
	Tree Preservation Order / Conservation Area Applications or Consents:
	

	1. 
	None
	

	
	Consents given:
	

	1. 
	76.09/10 – 28 West Street, Corfe Castle – Remove large limb of Eucalyptus.
	

	
	
	

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS 
	

	A
	RESOLUTIONS REQUIRED :
	

	
	(1) Tarmac Surfacing of the New Entrance to Gods Acre
	

	
	The Council resolved to spend up to £500 subject to obtaining the permission of the District Council to do the work.  

Proposed by Cllr Glover and seconded by Cllr Ellwood. 

[This matter requires a resolution by the Council to seek 3 quotes if work exceeds £100 and likely to be less than £1,000.]
	

	
	
	

	B
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


H M REVENUE & CUSTOMS – Income tax & NI - third quarter
£235.14

J M DUNN – Clerk’s pay and expenses
£663.14
£

The above payments proposed by Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr Reynolds.

Monthly direct debits

BRITISH TELECOM – Parish telephone
£27.00

SITA UK LTD – Waste disposal for Gods Acre
£42.22

Paid In

LLOYDS BANK INTEREST
£0.65
	Clerk

	
	
	

	10.
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
	

	
	Not for Circulation
	

	471. 
	Cllr Ellwood tenders her resignation to take effect after the December meeting.
	

	472. 
	Jonathan Maidman writes in connection with the siting of a mobile stable block at 71 West Street, Corfe Castle which Councillors objected to. The applicant has confirmed in writing that the proposed stable block:

         will NOT be physically attached to the ground;  

         will NOT have any services connected to it;

         will be designed to be moved on inbuilt steel skids;

         will be moved from time to time.

On the basis of the above and further information submitted by the applicant, officers have come to the view that the proposal does not constitute operational development and therefore planning permission is not required. On this basis, the applicant has decided to withdraw the application.
	

	473. 
	Mr Ken Williams writes to the Council about the problem of parking in West Street between the entrance and the exit to the car park preventing traffic passing in this stretch of the road.  He suggests it could delay the Emergency Services and put mothers with push chairs in danger.
	

	474. 
	RE: Core Strategy Issues  Public Consultation – E-mail to Steve Dring, Planning Policy Manager at Purbeck District Council.  Councillors discussed the presentation at the Town Hall based on Cllr Greens conversation with you.  

There was some concern over the apparently limited opportunities for housing construction within the village despite the various items of information that have been passed to the District Council over a period of time (Cllr Dragon will be keen to direct you to this) and the participation of Councillors in planning workshops.  The Council is surprised that the major land owners have not been approached despite their willingness to be involved and come up with sites for exception housing to satisfy local need (National Trust and Mr Bond).  There is a great need for accommodation of all sizes for the young and elderly local population as evidenced by our Housing Register but in particular single and two bed units are required.

Also, concern was expressed at the District Council enthusiasm to site more houses and businesses in Swanage.  It would appear that most industrial/warehouse units in Swanage are very difficult to let or sell and the lack of employment opportunities in that town will mean, in the opinion of the Parish Council, the suggested housing (circa 250 houses) is for holiday use not local people.  A major concern is the need for all construction materials, tradesmen and the new occupiers to have to come through Corfe Castle if development goes ahead anywhere within Swanage.  They suggest for the above reasons most development should occur in the Wareham area which has far superior transport connections (still not good) in the absence of any prospect of developing the old Cordite Factory at Sandford.
He responds - Is this the Parish Council’s submission or will you be completing a response form? 

You raise the two main issues that I am struggling with 1) Do we allow CC to grow to retain young people / school etc? 2) Do you allow Swanage to retain self sufficiency through growth, but at the expense of CC resident’s amenity?

We haven’t approached major landowners about growth as yet – this is work for later in the process. To date all we have done is ask for sites and assessed them. I was not aware that Mr Bond had a site he wanted considered purely for affordable housing as an exception site – I was under the impression it included an element of open market housing. If it were for affordable housing only there is no reason that it could not be progressed further with our Housing and Development Control teams. However if the Parish Council supports us identifying a village extension for a mixture of open market and affordable housing with some employment use, we would be more than happy to explore this further and consider an allocation. Having local support would make this a much easier prospect for us as I expect there will be backlash from Purbeck residents to “sprawl” at CC.

In Swanage we are proposing up to 800 dwellings. Yes some will be flats and second homes, but the main aim is to secure affordable housing. A 200 dwelling extension would provide 100 affordable units and help retain families and services in Swanage. If we don’t it means more trips into Swanage to work, through CC. So growth can provide self sufficiency (Swanage is the most self sufficient settlement in Dorset).

I will have to stop there as our server is about to be shut down. I can provide more comments to the discussion if you like or attend your next PC meeting?
	

	475. 
	DCC inform the Council the proposed diversion to Bridleway 36 on the Common is now withdrawn.
	

	476. 
	Mrs Fiona Wake-Walker of 5 West Street, Kingston e-mails:-

1.   Further to our telephone conversation yesterday, I looked up in your website minutes the correspondence that Corfe Castle PC had received from BT re. the red telephone boxes and the advice you had received from Benjamin Webb, Design & Conservation officer at PDC. 
There will be a short piece about the Kingston phone box in next month's issue of The Dubber which might attract some interest from the village in adopting the kiosk, so if BT or PDC contact you again it might be worth informing them of this.  A suggestion has been made, for instance, of it being used as a stall for surplus produce grown by villagers, with the proceeds being given to the church.

I suppose this has shown that Kingston residents must make an effort to read through all of the minutes of the Corfe PC, including 'Correspondence - not for circulation' on the website (or perhaps in the library?) because this section is not reported in the Corfe Valley News.  Otherwise we are completely unaware of things which might affect us.

2.   Another matter I alighted upon when trawling through all the minutes trying to find reference to the above, was no. 305 in August 09 meeting's 'Correspondence' section.  It concerned a pre-application letter requesting support of the Council for the erection of two cottages off the Lane in Kingston.  Is this confidential, or would you be able to tell me who the letter was from?
	

	477. 
	DCC e-mail - Dear Colleague - I am writing to update you on the progress being made with the review of school provision in the Purbeck area.  As you are already aware, Dorset County Council’s Cabinet approved key recommendations in their July 2009 meeting. This included an ‘in principle’ decision to move the area to a two tier (primary & secondary) pattern of schooling. They also approved the recommendation for further work to be carried out in Wool, Swanage and Bere Regis. This initial work has now been completed. As a result, we will be asking the relevant County Council Committee and Cabinet to give approval for further public consultation to take place in these areas. Once this work is completed, we will be able to move forward on issuing statutory notices for all schools across the Purbeck area.If this recommendation is adopted, a period of public consultation will take place during January and February 2010 on fresh proposals for Wool, Swanage and Bere Regis. The detailed Committee report is currently available on www.dorsetforyou.com/purbeckreview. The Cabinet will make its decision about whether to approve public consultation on 2nd December. At that point I will contact you again to inform you of the outcome.
	

	478. 
	Hazel Cemm relays some queries/actions arising from a recent God's Acre Trustees meeting:-

 1. Please can the Parish Council write a letter to  the District Council to obtain written permission to lay tarmac at the entrance to the new God's Acre as advised in correspondence for the P.C meeting Sept 14th 346 04/09 from Ros Drane.

 2.The Trustees have asked if the Parish Council would pay for this work to be carried out, as the Parish Council own the new God's Acre.

 3. The Trustees have asked the Parish Council to make clear to them what exactly their responsibilities are and where they stand regarding personal liability?
	

	479. 
	Mr Geoff Wilcock e-mails : I understand that Mr Maidman (planning Dept) has written or will be writing to yourselves to update you on their decision relating to this Application.   I would like to address the comment published in the Corfe Castle magazine that the Parish Council perceive that this stable could be a  “visual intrusion”.

In our Design and Access Statement, we said that we intend to select a very high quality structure that will project an image in keeping with the rural / rustic apects of  the surrounding area. We have spent a lot of time trawling the internet and have shortlisted 10 potential stable manufacturers who could help us deliver these objectives. We have visited a number of these. Because of the need to be mobile, all these manufacturers advise that we need a reasonably lightweight structure and this drives us towards a very limited choice of wall and roof claddings etc. For instance, we would really like to erect a character building with waney edge stained oak cladding under a oak post porch and clad the roof with cedar shingles but we have had to settle for a shiplap and a corrugated fibre roof. Within these limitations, we have selected the most attractive quality design and constructed building and we hope most people will find it reasonably pleasing to look at.

While on the matter of “visual intrusion”, we would politely like to mention that within sight of our property, there is paddock that appears to be a dumping ground for agricultural machinery, fencing and old kitchen units! Seriously, if the Parish Council wishes to organize a drive to Clear Up the Village and environs, I would be more than delighted to join a working party and to make this happen. We would appreciate your thoughts on this suggestion.
	

	480. 
	Rob Camp, Dorset County Council e-mails the traffic figures for the SID sites.
	

	481. 
	Following Councillor Cake’s announcement last week at the Chairman’s Networking Meeting, please find attached a form to enable you to send me your nominations for Volunteer of the Year for 2009. 

The Volunteer of the Year Ceremony is an opportunity for the Chairman of Purbeck District Council to thank local volunteers.   The ceremony will take place on Wednesday 17 March 2010 in the Council Chamber at Purbeck District Council and the Chairman will present each volunteer with a scroll as a mark of their achievements.
We will also be inviting the Town and Parish Chairs to the event and would be delighted if they could make a short speech when their volunteer is presented with the scroll.  The requested details on the form should help with this speech.

The Council decided it did not want to single out a particular volunteer (better than the rest) when there are so many people doing good works in the community.  However, if anyone else wishes to nominate a volunteer, the Parish Council will be pleased to hear.
	Clerk

	482. 
	Jonathan Maidman writes in connection with the application - PA 6/2009/0472: Demolish and rebuild existing wall to align with verge along Webbers Close at 71 West Street, Corfe Castle. I have had numerous conversations with Mr Wilcock regarding the application for his wall and having assessed the original proposal (Option 1), it was considered that it could not be supported by officers. Mr Wilcock has come up with an alternative (Option 2) which officers consider to be more acceptable. I have attached this to the e-mail and would be grateful if it could be discussed at the next Parish meeting. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have queries.
	

	483. 
	Response to an e-mail from Worth Matravers Parish Council to Peter Aston (PDC) about the amount of money that will be needed to be set aside for the elections in June, 2010.


Peter Aston : Thanks for your e-mail.  The simple answer is ?it depends!? If the General Election is combined with the District elections on 6th May the Parish elections will be postponed for 3 weeks and the costs (of which some otherwise would be shared with the District) will have to be borne by the Parish Councils themselves.  Having said that, I know that the Government is considering reimbursing Parish Councils for their additional costs resulting from any General/District Election on 6th May.  I’ve had no indication about when the Government will make a decision on this.

So it’s difficult to be precise at the moment but, if the Parish Council election was contested, if it was postponed for 3 weeks, if the Parish Council requested poll cards and if the Government didn?t reimburse any additional costs (so that the Parish Council had to pay 100%) then the cost of the election could be in the region of £1,500. 

On the other hand, if the District/Parish elections were combined then some of the costs (such as polling staff, polling stations & poll cards) would be shared with the District Council.  Also, if the Parish election was uncontested, then the cost would be significantly reduced so as to reflect the cost of the stages up to receipt of nomination papers and 
declaration of an uncontested result.
	

	484. 
	I am forwarding this e-newsletter (below) to give you some idea of the scope for National Family Week. I hope it inspires some great ideas for the week and in particular “The Big Picnic” For those who are interested you can sign up for this newsletter on the NFW website or follow the link in the pink section. As The Southwest Regional hosts for ‘The Big Picnic’ we are holding our initial meeting on DECEMBER 11th @ 2:00 p.m. in The Swanage Christian Book Shop. We welcome all ideas to make this a fun week and in particular The Big Picnic.  I believe that this gives Swanage and Purbeck a great opportunity to: (1) Come up with some great ideas that entertain and involve our own community and the Groups, Clubs and Societies in the area. (2) Show Purbeck off to a much wider audience, this also gives the Clubs Groups and Societies an opportunity to ‘fly their own flag’ as it were to a bigger audience. Hope to see you there, if you are unable to attend but would like to contribute effort, ideas, or both please email me at kidsweek@btconnect.com 
	

	485. 
	Les Evans of DCC e-mails that the West Street/Webbers Close problem and the overgrown verge at the top of West Street are still outstanding due to financial constraints.
	

	486. 
	Mr Mike Hooper e-mails about his proposed hot food van.  As a courtesy, and now that my permanent employment is coming to the end of its long tenure, I thought I would simply write to say that I am continuing my plans, albeit they are taking time to bring together.  I understand that the Parish Council have no direct control over the locations specified, however I want to work within the expectations of the local village (who my father in law is one, so I have a vested interest).
	

	487. 
	Victim Support request for funding.
	

	488. 
	Purbeck Keystone sponsored carving at Burngate Stone Carving Centre in Langton Matravers on Sunday 6th December for 8 to 12 year olds.
	

	489. 
	Green Island appeal on planning application - informal hearing at PDC (no date yet).  Submissions invited.
	

	490. 
	E-mail to Mr Bond - The Councillors suggest a fence to protect all those back gardens that back onto the playground to help to stop any damage or trespass.  This might be about 25m of treated timber, height not decided yet.  I would be grateful for your thoughts on this proposal as landowner.
Reply from Mr Bond - I have no objection to a fence as you describe, though I do suggest that it be put up on the neighbours' side of the boundary, on their land.  It is for their benefit!
 

While writing, I expect to have a house vacant  (3 bedrooms) early in the New Year.  Might I have sight of the Parish Housing Needs Register so I can consider possible tenants?

Councillors decided to provide some details to Mr Bond in order to find a home for local people on the Council Register.
	Clerk

	491. 
	Dorset Roads and Transport (DCC) questionnaire – 9 pages of questions about Highway and Transportation Services.
	

	492. 
	Jan Dutton, Senior Environmental Services Officer at PDC e-mails - Dear Parish and Town Clerks - You may be aware that as from 2010 there are new regulations regarding the collection of batteries.  European regulations require the UK to increase battery recycling from the current level of 3% to over 25% by 2012 and 45% by 2016.  The Council has been contacted by BatteryBack Plc who wish to collect batteries in the Purbeck area, specifically from schools, libraries and public buildings.  To this end I thought that perhaps you might like your parish to participate in such a collection.  Unfortunately the company are not able to collect small amounts of batteries and would only be prepared to make a bulk collection.  They are able to supply small containers that can be used in public buildings with a view to them being taken to a collection point (which would be here at Westport House) to be emptied.  If you would like to have a mini collection point in your offices (or other suitable location in the town/village which members of the public would have access to) and would be able to arrange for the container to be brought into Westport House for emptying  (whenever the container is nearly full and a member of your Council attends a meeting here) then I would be very pleased to arrange for you to be supplied with one.  Please note that the container would need to be stored inside a building.  This would be an ideal opportunity to engage with the general public and would mean that local residents have another service in their own local town/village.  I look forward to hearing from you.
	

	493. 
	Steve Dring, Planning Policy Manager, Purbeck District Council - I am reporting back the comments by Councils on the Core Strategy Issues Public Consultation to members on Wednesday.
	

	494. 
	Steve Dring, Planning Policy Manager, Purbeck District Council - Yes I had a chat to Nigel on Monday evening. There are two ways of progressing – through another exception site for affordable housing (but we need a willing landowner), or through a housing allocation in the Core Strategy that provides 50% affordable housing (90% of which would be social rented and 10% that dreaded shared ownership - but this would be negotiable based on local need). So an allocation of 50 dwellings would provide 25% affordable housing of which 23 would be social rented and 2 shared ownership (if required). 

However, I am not aware of any sites promoted to us by landowners for housing in the village. This is essential for us to consider an allocation. We would need sites submitted to us for assessment through our Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment. Do you know of any willing landowners with potential sites – Mr Bond for example?

Clerk spoke to Mr Dring today and referred him to the plans submitted in 2006/7 (Jan or Feb 2007?) where a lot of land was identified by Michael Bond and Doug Whyte (NT) identified the land adjacent the railway station as suitable for an exception site.
	

	
	For Individual Distribution before or at the Meeting
	

	495. 
	DAPTC Chief Executives Circular 16/09.
	

	496. 
	Purbeck District Council Information Bulletin – December 2009.
	

	497. 
	The National Trust (Amy Jeenes) have written to the Parish Council about the Allotments.  New lease proposed starting on the 25th March 2010 at £400 per annum (currently £51.30 pa).
	

	
	For Circulation at the Meeting
	

	498. 
	Big Picnic event for National Family Week to be hosted by Swanage Rotary and Chamber of Trade on Sandpit Field on Monday 31st May.
	

	499. 
	Clerks and Councils Direct magazine – November 2009, issue 66. Including SMP, Safety Surface and Neata Street advertising material.
	

	500. 
	DCC External Funding Newsletter.
	

	501. 
	Record RSS advertising about safety inspections of play equipment.
	

	502. 
	PDC Summary of Accounts for 2008/9 and the About Purbeck newsletter.
	

	503. 
	The PDC Standards Committee agenda for Meeting on Wednesday, 25th November at 2pm at Westport House.
	

	504. 
	Wytch Farm Liaison Committee Meeting on Tuesday 17th November at BP, Furzebrook.
	

	505. 
	New Forest District Council – Shoreline Management Plan Roadshows.
	

	506. 
	Glasdon advertising material.
	

	507. 
	Rekk youth shelter advertising material.
	

	508. 
	Posters for the Shoreline Management Plan Roadshows – Wednesday 2nd December for Wareham (Corn Exchange -10am to 2pm) and Swanage (Town Hall - 3pm to 7pm).
	

	509. 
	BP information about changes of personnel.
	

	510. 
	Abainfo magazine – burial and deathcare information, number 38, Autumn 2009
	

	511. 
	External Environment product review magazine.
	

	512. 
	Poole Borough Council information about Dorset Heathland Interim Planning Framework.
	

	513. 
	Dorset Community Transport Directory.
	

	514. 
	DCA magazine – Community News.
	

	515. 
	Agenda for the Purbeck District Council Meeting on Tuesday, 8th December at 7pm at Westport House.  Attached minutes for the previous Council Meeting, meetings of Planning Board, Housing and Revenues Panel, Policy Group, Purbeck Sports Centre Committee, Standards Committee and Purbeck Community Housing Group.
	

	516. 
	Phil McStraw of PDC sends notes of the Annual Consultation meeting that took place on 11 November together with the draft action list for 2010/11. If you have a comments or would like to propose changes please let me know.
	

	517. 
	December information from the Tourist Information Centre.
	

	518. 
	CPRE Fieldwork magazine, December 2009.
	

	519. 
	Earth Anchors leaflet on litter bins.
	

	520. 
	Update on the Norden Steering Group progress with revised action plan.
	

	521. 
	DAPTC Chief Executives Circular 17/09.  Dorset DAPTC AGM minutes and training events for 2010.
	

	522. 
	DCC letter from Rick Perry concerning the Purbeck Review of Schools.
	

	523. 
	Environment Agency letter and Flood Warden newsletter.
	

	524. 
	NALC publication – LCR magazine for Winter 2009.
	

	525. 
	LINks newsletter (NHS), December 2009.
	

	526. 
	Dorset Bus timetables for 2010 from DCC.  Book 5 for this area.
	

	527. 
	DCC Highway Lengthsman Scheme – letter outlining more information
	


The meeting closed at 9.46 p.m.

Date of next meeting: Monday 11th January 2010
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