Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

TUESDAY 16th MARCH 2010 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Tuesday 20th October 2009

Present:
Cllr Dragon (Parish Council & Bakery), Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade), Emily Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village & Chamber of Trade), Yvonne Hendes (Westaway B&B & Chamber of Trade), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Farriers Lodge & Chamber of Trade), Viv Endecott (Ginger Pop & Chamber of Trade), Pippa Russell (National Trust), Tony Speed (Corfest & Village Hall), Mark Dando (Corfe Castle Camping Site) David King,  Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk).

Apologies: Michael Bond (Corfe Castle Holidays), Mick Dean (Swanage Railway), Ken Wollaston (Parish Council), Rod Harris (Why Jewellers & Chamber of Trade), Jan Harriott (Box of Delights & Chamber of Trade ).

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No matters arising.

2.
Village Tourism Leaflet 2010

The second meeting since the change in policy by the Parish Council over funding the Tourism leaflets.  Discussion of what leaflet to produce for 2010 – a glossy folded A4 brochure, a simple one third A4 plain coloured leaflet (previously Parish Council) and/or a variation on either. After some discussion, it was decided to continue the existing design of one third A4.  The Chamber of Trade had two estimates and the Clerk to get an up to date quote from the existing printers.  The ‘Village’ B&B map was considered unnecessary, the remaining entries (2) and amendments to go on to the Tourism leaflet and the map for ‘Near Corfe Castle’ to be revised to include camp sites (3).  Mr David King suggested the Chamber raise money from other non-Chamber businesses to subsidise the cost of the leaflets.  He volunteered to seek the money and reminded the meeting that the original size of the leaflet had been selected by the Parish Council at the time (he was a councillor then) to fit into other leaflets.

3.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

Pippa Russell of the National Trust reported their best year to date.  Approximately, 25 to 

30,000 more visitors than previously.  The Studland beach figures were also good despite the ferry problems and the weather.  The village shop has done well.

There was discussion about the 125 year Anniversary for Swanage Railway which will occur next year (details needed from the Railway).  Also, the problems the Railway will face when the it becomes part of the Rail Network in 2012 (after the Olympics) and after acquiring circa £3M for signalling.

Emily Paris reported the Model Village also having a good year after June which was an odd month.

4.
Miscellaneous Matters

Pippa Russell reported Doug Whyte about to leave his position in the Isle of Purbeck.  His successor is Laurie Clarke who will live in East Street for a few months whilst he finds a place to buy.  He will be a general manager as opposed to a property manager.  There will be new offices for the Purbeck Estate (NT) at Castle View which will be far more central than the Studland offices.

The current economic conditions have resulted in a review of Tourism Services at Purbeck District Council.  This is not resolved yet.

It appears the possible erection of a brown sign at the Bakers Arms to direct people to Corfe Castle will not happen because the village and castle have the same name.  Pippa Russell will contact Holly Lagden at PDC about this.

There is to be a Car Parking Charges meeting at PDC shortly.  It is hoped there will be a freeze on charges in the current climate despite Mr McStraw’s suggestion of increases.  The Chamber reaffirmed their commitment to retaining all parking in the village and asked the Clerk to report this to the Parish Council.

Juliet Glover reminded those present that the ‘Mary Queen of Shops’ programme on ‘Clealls’ shop will be screened in March.  This will be a one hour programme from over 100 hours of filming

The date of the next meeting was agreed as Tuesday the 16th March 2010.  This meeting finished at 9.00pm.

