CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE FIRST SCHOOL, CORFE CASTLE

ON MONDAY 6th APRIL 2009 at 7pm

PRESENT:
Cllr S Austin


Cllr Mrs H Cemm

Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Glover


Cllr R Green


Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)


Cllr Mrs D Reynolds


Cllr G Windsor


Cllr K Wollaston

      and approximately 25 members of the public.

1.
Public Speaking
Representations were received from Mr Binns on behalf of several Kingston residents objecting to the proposal to remove a pine tree within the Conservation Area of Kingston.  

Mr and Mrs Stringer of 5 The Lane wanted the tree felled to improve their amenity.  The Council had not received a formal notification of the request from the District Council as the Tree Officer was on leave at the moment.

Mr Mike Glover suggested to the Council that he was concerned over the amount of unlicensed commercial advertising in and around Corfe Castle.  In his opinion they should be removed if there was no license from the District Council.  The Chairman suggested anyone unhappy with this sort of advertising should notify the Clerk for onward transmission to the District Council. 

Mr Michael Bond was not happy at the grassed play area being cut up by bicycles and the SITA vehicles.  The SITA vehicles accessed the area through Springwell Close to empty the rubbish bins.  The matter would be referred to the District Council officers who liase with the SITA operatives.

Mr Tom Hunt was concerned at the lack of progress with traffic calming measures which seem to be implemented everywhere else within Dorset.  He suggested East Street should be resurfaced with the quieter surfacing materials available as it is so noisy.  Mr Hunt also raised the question of disabled access to the Town Hall again.  In his opinion, the meetings were illegal due to the poor access.  

Mrs Marshallsay said the Council would look into all these problems.

1.
apologies for absence

Cllr Mrs J Ellwood and Cllr Mrs J Jenkins.
2.
minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on 14th APRIL 2008
Confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.

3.
Chairmans report on the activities of the Parish Council 
Mrs Marshallsay, the Chairman, gave a review of last year in terms of the Parish Council activities.  In her opinion, it was becoming more difficult to make progress with the various issues that the Parish Council tackled.  She praised the hard work of the Councillors who acted sensitively and appropriately when dealing with the issues that arose.  The school shelter project had been completed.  The Council continued to support the Friends of the Library.  The Play Area was completed except for the multi-play equipment which will require outside funding.  The Youth Shelter is about to be revamped by PC Barry Ashdown and the village children.  However, no more of the original Speed Management Scheme has been implemented despite many approaches to the County Council, no 20mph limit and no crossings although the Parish Council remains hopeful that one may be built near the library or school.  The bus markings outside Why Jewellers have been changed to prevent parking and facilitate safe access for users.  Environmental audits are taking place to spot issues within the village.  The West Street toilets have been discussed with Purbeck District Council officers with regard to opening hours, revenue and costs.  It has taken 2 years but the Square parking bays have finally been remarked for greater ease of access to vehicles.  There are no details but it appears there may be some fresh hope for progress on the West Street Doctors surgery.  The Council has responded to the County Council over the future of the village school and the three/two tier proposals.  The Chairman thanked the District and County councillors for their reports over the year.

4.
VICE Chairman’s report on the financial position
Councillor Rob Green, the Vice Chairman, gave a summary of the financial position of the Parish Council which emphasised how the Parish Precept has not been increased for the current year despite the pressure from other governmental bodies.  The Parish Precept of £20,300 represents £26.40 per Band D property on the Council Tax.  He outlined the reserves set aside for the various projects and how project costs have impacted on the Council over the last year.  The measures the Council has taken to reduce costs for this year and how the general reserves are in a good financial position despite the above.

5.
Invited Speaker :  Mr Mick Dean, General Manager of Swanage Railway
Mr Mick Dean, General Manager of Swanage Railway, spoke about the Railway.  He has only been in the job for 15 months but worked for the heritage railway at Didcot for 20 years before coming to Swanage. Mr Dean went back over the history of the railway and then brought matters up to date with the recent successful charter train from London.  They have plans for several more charter trains this year and traveller figures for this season are looking very good.  He explained how with the help of the Purbeck Rail Partnership (Swanage Railway, Purbeck District Council and Dorset County Council), they have to upgrade track and signalling before the service to Wareham can operate, anticipated for 2012.  He took many questions from both residents and Councillors and provided a lot of information about the working of the Railway and the use of the Norden Transport Interchange.  The Chairman thanked him for the very helpful and comprehensive talk.

The meeting closed at 8.58 pm
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