Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 16th 
MARCH 2009 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Monday 20th October 2008

Present:
Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Viv Endecott (Chamber of Trade & Ginger Pop ), Emily Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Blacksmith’s Shop and Farriers Lodge), Pippa Russell (National Trust), Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Mick Dean (Swanage Railway), Jan Harriott (Chamber of Trade & Box of Delights), Susie Mitchell ( East Street B&B), Michael Bond (Corfe Castle Holidays, Hayley and Stacey Maskell (Corfe Bears).

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No matters arising.

2.
Parish Council Village Leaflet 2009

Tourism leaflets still welcomed by those present as a useful contribution from the Parish Council.  Details of some businesses, especially contact and web site information were added.  The list of events for 2009 was inserted which covers fairs, fetes, special events and films in the village, at the castle or on the railway.  Some new entries and a rider stating something always happening during holidays at the end of the event dates.

3.
Corfe Castle – National Trust

Pippa Russell reported a likelihood that the scaffolding will be gone from the Castle by the end of the year.  There will be scaffolding around the gatehouse to allow visitors to go up to the top (not for repairs).  Pippa said the National Trust has had a good year with increased attendance (up 12%) despite the Chain Ferry being out of action recently.

4.
Swanage Railway

Mick Dean had provided the following information to Juliet Glover.  2009 special events will be the same at 2008 but with of course revised dates :  Beer Festival /Diesel Gala is   8 – 10 May 2009 and the Steam Gala 11 - 13 September 2009.  We are not running Thomas events any more & we have dropped our Branch Line Weekend (April) & 1960s Weekend (November) which are in this year's programme. However Thomas is replaced with Family Fun Week of which the dates are 14 - 22 February & 24 October - 1 November in 2009 if you have room to include them.

There was a discussion of the railway fares available and the 50% discount available to local people (card costing £10) wishing to go to Swanage.  For those wanting to go from Norden to Corfe Castle the parking costs £2 and a one way ticket is £1.50.

5.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

Discussion about the map in the Square adjacent the Churchyard steps (out of date - 1995).  Emily Paris reported the Chamber of Trade and Commerce have permission from the Town Trust to bring it up to date – hopefully at a reasonable cost (less than £100) using a pdf copy file to produce a Foamex print which will be durable (10 years).  The Chamber still wish to update their leaflet but not very enthusiastic in the absence of sponsorship, total of £5-600 for 10,000 leaflets. Emily Paris said her trading was some 20% down on last year.

6.
Parking

There was discussion of the forthcoming parking meeting at Purbeck District Council.  A need to keep prices down to encourage visitors to West Street – currently £5 all day.  The National Trust has kept prices the same for 2 years and will do again next year.  Concern over parking availability and price for retained spaces to go with businesses although currently working out at less than £1 per day.  The Chamber keen to see one less space in the Square when the lines are repainted.  Some concern that the Chain Ferry fee will increase to £3.50 in 2010.  Request through the Parish Council that more street cleaning is done.

The date of the next meeting is the 16th March 2009.  The meeting finished at 8.45pm.

