Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 20th OCTOBER 2008 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Monday 17th March 2008

Present:
Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Michael Bond (Corfe Castle Holidays), Viv Endecott (Chamber of Trade & Ginger Pop ), Jan Harriott (Chamber of Trade & Box of Delights), Mike Moriarty (Walks and Holiday Lets), Emily Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Blacksmith’s Shop and Farriers Lodge), Yvonne Hendes (Westaway B&B), Jane and Michael Woodward (The Forge), Hayley and Stacey Maskell (Corfe Bears), Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Pippa Russell (National Trust), Mick Dean (Swanage Railway), Ken Wollaston (Town Trust) and Susie Mitchell ( East Street B&B) and Maria Fletcher.

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

Eileen Van Lelyveld requested her name be added to the list of apologies for the last meeting.

2.
Parish Council Village Leaflet 2008 and B&B Sheets

As previously, the provision of leaflets still welcomed by those present as a useful contribution from the Parish Council.  Some business details altered and updating of the list of events for 2008.  The B&B sheet also updated.  Ken Wollaston has provided a box in the museum if anyone has other leaflets for tourists eg B&B or taxi.  The new General Manager of Swanage Railway, Mick Dean, (apologies received for non-attendance) provided details of early season events.  Pippa Russell, National Trust, (apologies) had also provided season event details for the Castle.

3.
Corfe Castle – National Trust

Pippa Russell was unable to attend and there was no report.

4.
Swanage Railway

The new General Manager of Swanage Railway, Mick Dean, provided the following report (read by Juliet Glover).  The Norden Park and Ride charges to increase to £2 from Good Friday.  The winter service from Norden to Harmans Cross ran from 5th January to 3rd February.  Through running to Swanage re-started on the 9th February.  Public trains to run on 283 days in 2008.  Passenger numbers were 201,548 for 2007, about 1,000 up on 2006.  2008 looks steady so far.  The February Thomas event was cancelled due to contractual difficulties with the licensee holders and a Family Fun Week substituted.  Numbers down at 4205 compared to 6972 at Thomas last year.  A similar event to be run in the Autumn.  Although early season passengers are steady, the spend in sales shop, wine and dine train booking is down.

5.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

Viv Endecott reported she will be featured in the April edition of the BBC Countryfile magazine for a 30 mile walk around Corfe Castle.

Hayley and Stacey Maskell asked if the sign at Castle View could mention their shop as it directs tourists to other facilities.  This would have to be taken up with the National Trust as it is their sign.  Then they mentioned the map in the Square adjacent the Churchyard steps.  This is now well out of date (1995).  It does not show many of the businesses and facilities like the Square toilets are closed. The Chamber of Trade and Commerce decided to speak to Ron Burniston about updating it.

Emily Paris reported the Chamber of Trade and Commerce about to change their leaflet with an October re-print costing about £78 per business – total of £5-600 for 10,000 leaflets.  The Chamber to ensure the leaflet concentrates on the businesses not the countryside.

6.
Parking

The vacancies in Station Road and in the West Street car park were discussed.  Some of those present suggested the spaces were too expensive and this together with the initiative to remove second home owners from the list had resulted in the availability.  Hearsay was that many residents had stopped renting the parking in West Street which had resulted in more on street parking which was upsetting other residents.  However, the seasonal parking restrictions will soon apply and change matters again.  

The discussion turned to disabled shoppers - they can park on the double yellow lines in the Square if they need to access any of the shops.  There was comment on the lack of patrolling of the car parking but the consensus was that this would change as the seasonal restrictions come in during May.

The date of the next meeting is the 20th October 2008.  The meeting finished at 8.30pm.

