CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE FIRST SCHOOL, CORFE CASTLE

ON MONDAY 14th APRIL 2008 at 7pm

PRESENT:
Cllr S Austin


Cllr Mrs H Cemm

Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Ellwood


Cllr Mrs J Glover


Cllr Mrs J Jenkins

Cllr R Green


Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)


Cllr Mrs D Reynolds


Cllr G Windsor


Cllr K Wollaston

      and 10 members of the public.

1.
Public Speaking
Mrs Rita Churchill queried the continued absence of “no dog” signs in the playground (they disappeared last autumn) and the families that take dogs into the area.  The poor position of the dog bin on the Middle Halves - Cllr Green replied that the position of the dog bin was fixed by the National Trust.  The light that is still out on the Halves despite reports to EDF Energy (DCC contractors EDF Energy recently taken over by Scottish and Southern Energy).

Mrs Eileen Van Lelyveld asked if a sign could not be put up at the playground to keep larger and older children off the new play equipment.  There was some discussion of the pros and cons of signs stating permitted age of user.

Mr Tom Hunt was concerned with obtaining good access to the Town Hall and village pavement conditions in general with particular regard to the problems of more elderly or disabled residents.

The Chairman promised to look into all these problems at the next Meeting.


1.
apologies for absence

No apologies were received.

2.
minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on 9th APRIL 2007
Confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.

3.
Chairmans report on the activities of the Parish Council 
The Chairman, Mrs Marshallsay, gave a review of last year in terms of the Parish Council activities.  She mentioned the elections last year and praised the hard work of the Councillors.  The continued concern about the progress of the Doctors surgery on the West Street site and the Council support for the Friends of the Library and opposition to the reduced hours for the library.  Some of the Speed Management Scheme has happened but it has been watered down by the County Council, no 20mph limit, no crossing and so on.  Much of the playground renovation has now been done.  The school shelter project is coming on.  Councillors have undertaken planning training and been involved with “core strategy” at the District Council.  The Council continues to keep an eye on the upgrading of Bridleway 70 and unauthorised 4x4 use. She finished by thanking all the Councillors, including District and County, for their time and help over the last year.
4.
VICE Chairman’s report on the financial position
The Vice Chairman, Councillor Rob Green, gave a summary of the financial position of the Parish Council which showed how little the Parish Precept has increased (4.16%).  It has risen from £19,489 to £20,300 which represents £14.20 per Band D property on the Council Tax. This small increase was maintained despite the pressure from other bodies to increase the precept by a substantial amount.  He outlined the reserves set aside for the various projects the Council was undertaking.  The playground fund was increased by £5,000 to pay for all the current improvements.  The pavement refurbishment and skateboard reserves have been maintained at £2,000 and £2,500 respectively.  Cllr Green outlined the balance at the start of the 2007 financial year and what was estimated for the start and end of the 2008 financial year.  He suggested the proposed school bus shelter would likely cost £4,000 but some of the cost could be offset with County grant funding.  In conclusion, the Parish Council funds were in good shape and there were no major expenses likely to change that position.

5.
Invited Speakers :  Raglan Housing Association to speak on Affordable Housing and the West Street Site
Mr Nathan Cronk and Susan Berry of Raglan Housing Association provided a lot of information about affordable housing, their housing association and the West Street site in particular.  They were confident that there were enough local people (those that have been able to register their interest) who can meet the criteria for buying a share in the new houses.  Much was revealed about the problems of getting a surgery built and, at the end of the discussion, the Parish Council was left with an impression of cautious optimism that very recent developments could produce a positive result.  The Chairman thanked the Raglan representatives for the very helpful and comprehensive talk.

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm
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