Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 24th MARCH 2008 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Monday 15th October 2007

Present:
Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Michael Bond (Corfe Castle Holidays), Viv Endecott (Chamber of Trade & Ginger Pop ), Jan Harriott (Chamber of Trade & Box of Delights), Mike Moriarty, Emily Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Pippa Russell (National Trust), Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Dave Green (Swanage Railway), Ken Wollaston (Town Trust) and Susie Mitchell ( East Street B&B)

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No changes were requested.

2.
Parish Council Village Leaflet 2007 and B&B Sheets

The provision of leaflets still welcomed by those present as a useful contribution from the Parish Council.  Pippa Russell provided a list of 2008 events for the Castle.

3.   Parking

The National Trust have now installed solar powered pay and display machines in the Castle View car park.  It had stopped the use (abuse) of the car park by those who were not there for legitimate reasons.  It was understood that Swanage Railway had also been charging this year (£1 per day) at Norden.

Again discussion included the Lay-by on the Church Knowle Road and the lack of parking for those employing part time staff.  The committee put forward a message for the Parish Council suggesting the retention of the parking in the form of signs preventing overnight camping and pay and display would be better than closing it off.  Ideally, the committee would like free parking but pay and display was still a lot better than losing the facility.

3.
Corfe Castle – National Trust

Pippa Russell hoped the Castle would be eligible for SITA funding for phase 3 of the work.  The National Trust anticipated the scaffolding to the Keep being removed by Christmas.  There will be scaffolding but not on the very obvious bits.  Scaffolding continued to be a problem as it encourages vandalism and theft.  The Castle should be 99% open by the summer but there will always be work going on from now on.

There continues to be a huge increase in expenditure on the Castle toilets.

4.
Swanage Railway

Some of the committee were unaware that Nick Brown had left the railway.  There was no report.  However, Mike Moriarty reported the provision of a new service for walkers from Norden to Harmans Cross from January to Easter using a diesel unit.

5.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

Pippa Russell reported a poor season in June/July then better since but still 22,000 visitors down on last season.  She suspected this was due to the scaffolding and the poor weather.  Other committee members reported a poor season too.

The National Trust were very concerned about the current Foot and Mouth and Blue Tongue outbreaks.  There was discussion on the effects of the closure of the Sandford Road and relief that the Ferry will not be out of action this year.

The National Trust will again be organising 50,000 leaflets for distribution to the Tourist Information Centres, Tescos, Little Chefs, Motorway Services, camp sites and bed and breakfast establishments in an area from Southampton to Exeter to Bristol.

Emily Paris reminded the meeting of the proposed Corfe Fest for 2008 which should perk up the early part of the season (between the 13th and the 15th June).  The event should include the Sports Trust (cricket match), the Church (open air service), the pubs and all the other various local businesses.  There will be a raffle (car prize ?) and photos of previous Corfe Carnivals.  The next organisation meeting to be at the Banks Arms on the 13th November.

Apparently, the Easter school holidays will be out of step next year for Dorset and the rest of the country.

The date of the next meeting is the 15th October 2007.  The meeting finished at 8.45pm.

