Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 15th OCTOBER 2007 at 7.30 PM

in the NATIONAL TRUST TEA ROOMS, THE SQUARE, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the National Trust Tea Rooms, Corfe Castle on Monday 19th March 2007

Present:
Cllr Michael Bond (Parish Council & Corfe Castle Holidays), Cllr Nigel Dragon (Parish Council, PDC & Dragons Bakery), Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Pippa Russell (National Trust), Nick Brown (Swanage Railway), Jan Harriott (Chamber of Trade & Box of Delights), Viv Endecott (Chamber of Trade & Ginger Pop ), Mike Moriarty, Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Emily and Ed Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Blacksmith’s Shop and Farriers Lodge), Yvone Hendes

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No changes were requested.

2.
Parish Council Village Leaflet 2007 and B&B Sheets

The provision of leaflets still welcomed by those present as a useful contribution from the Parish Council.  The details were checked for inaccuracies and the Railway and National Trust dates were organised. The Church and village events to be added asap.  3,000 leaflets for the Parish Council (PC) and another 2,000 for the Chamber of Trade and Commerce as before.  The Bed and Breakfast sheets were not updated.  To be done as and when new details emerged.  A note to be put in the PC report in the Corfe Valley News.

3.   Parking

Viv Endecott suggested the lack of parking was a problem with those employing part time staff.  There was some discussion of the possibility of drive sharing and the practical problems, in particular insurance.  Nigel Dragon reminded the committee that the Station Road car park (PDC) would now (this season onwards) give priority to residents and business owners.  The discussion included the Lay-by on the Church Knowle Road.  The committee decided the retention of the parking in the form of a permit system for residents and businesses would be better than closing it off.

Nick Brown reported the cabling installed for the pay and display machines.  However they still have a problem with the tax man on the parking payments and its affect on park and ride for members.  The machines should be ready by the summer.  Opening hours for Norden to be extended.  Typically 9am (8am peak, June to September) to 9pm in the summer.  Price £2 for the day.  They have employed 2 new car park attendants (3 total).  There has to be two on duty for insurance purposes.  

Pippa Russell reported the concrete bases ready for machines.  They have employed more staff to patrol the Castle View car park and greet those coming in to park.  The car park will be staffed from 9am to 5pm and open from 8am to 8pm.  Members will park free up to 4 hours, non-members £4 for four hours.  Identification by NT car stickers.  There will be enforcement for non compliance including clamping.  

3.
Corfe Castle – National Trust

Pippa Russell reported the Castle now 85% open.  The Keep is still out of bounds.  Work will start from February.  The goats have gone as they were a bit of a handful.  The toilets  are being used a lot and require refurbishment every year now.

4.
Swanage Railway

Nick Brown reported the timetable having been extended by two plus hours.  Last year was very a good year with 200,000 passengers.  This places them third behind North Yorkshire and Seven Valley railways nationally.  They were up to full capacity in the peak period.  They will be making their effort now in the months either side of peak (ie o/s July/August).

5.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

Bournemouth Pier is selling tickets from there to Corfe Castle via boat and train.  Pippa Russell reported having organised 50,000 leaflets being distributed to the Tourist Information Centres, Tescos, Little Chefs, Motorway Services, camp sites and bed and breakfast establishments in an area from Southampton to Exeter to Bristol.  This was a cheaper exercise than placing advertisements in the National Papers.  Viv Endecott reported having used leaflet exchange days to swap leaflets with other businesses e.g. The Bath and West Show and Kingston Lacey.

The date of the next meeting is the 15th October 2007.  The meeting finished at 8.50pm.

