CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, CORFE CASTLE

ON MONDAY 9th APRIL 2007 at 7pm

PRESENT:
Cllr S Austin


Cllr M Bond


Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Ellwood


Cllr R Ford


Cllr Mrs J Glover


Cllr R Green


Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)





Cllr P Stuckey


Cllr G Windsor

      and 1 member of the public.

1.
apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs D Reynolds.

2.
minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on 10th APRIL 2006
Confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.

3.
Vice Chairmans report on the financial position
Councillor Bond reported an increased level of reserves.  This would cover increased training needs for the coming year (new councillors). The precept has only been increased by 2.5% from £19,000 to £19,489 which represented £757.89 per Band D property on the Council Tax.  The playground would be one of the larger items of expenditure and there was around £10,000 allocated.  £1,600 had been put aside for elections which had not been spent.  The skateboard project still had £2,500 allocated and if not used could be attributed to other projects such as cycling.  Dorset County Council has the lowest funding in the country and could only increase its own precept by 4.9%.  The Parish Council is not capped at present and he wondered if the Parish precept might have to be substantially increased if the village library was not supported by the County Council.
4.
Chairman’s report on the activities of the Parish Council
The Chairman gave a review of last year in terms of the Parish Council activities.  She is still very concerned about the progress of the Doctors surgery to be built on the West Street housing site and will be upset if the nursery site is developed for housing before the surgery is built.  Similarly the threat of closure hanging over the library makes rather gloomy reading.  The so called consultation by the County Council has been more like a fait accompli but the Parish Council would continue to fight for the continuation of the library.  Unfortunately, the Speed Management Scheme has not been progressed despite many promises from the County Council and Parish Council complaints.  The playground requires a lot of remedial work but the refurbishment is underway, due mostly to Councillor Stuckey.  

The Chairman suggested that many of the tasks result in a feeling of walking through mud or glue which continues to stick and not wash off.  The Government talks of giving Parish Councils more say but it is not happening as far as she is concerned. 

The Chairman thanked all the Councillors and the Clerk for their work over the past year.  In particular, she thanked those Councillors who have decided not to continue with the Parish Council.  The elections had resulted in only eight seats being filled and there was a need to co-opt three more Councillors as soon as possible.

5.
QUESTIONS

Mr Tom Hunt asked why there should be a closed meeting at the March Meeting and that this required an amendment to the constitution.  The Chairman replied that this had been forced upon the Parish Council by the County Council as prerequisite to having a meeting at all.  That George Preston and Norman McKenna had been invited to represent the Village Hall (as landlords) and Friends of the Library.  Mr Hunt also suggested the Parish Council should stay at the First School as the Town Hall is too expensive.

The meeting closed at 7.27 pm
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