Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 19th MARCH 2007 at 7.30 PM

in the NATIONAL TRUST TEA ROOMS, THE SQUARE, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the National Trust Tea Rooms, Corfe Castle on Monday 16th October 2006

Present:
Cllr Nigel Dragon (Parish Council, PDC & Dragons Bakery), Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Pippa Russell (National Trust), Nick Brown (Swanage Railway), David Hollister (Chamber of Trade & Commerce & Box of Delights),  Tina Hollister (Chamber of Trade & Box of Delights ), Jan Harriott (Chamber of Trade & Box of Delights), Viv Endecott (Chamber of Trade & Gingerpop ), M. Moriarty, Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Emily and Ed Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village)

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

David Hollister asked that the list of those present be amended.  No other changes were requested.

2.
Enid Blyton Leaflets

Viv Endecott announced the printing of 30,000 leaflets next week.  The PDF version is available for placing on websites.  Nick Brown and Jeff Dunn requested copies.  The official launch of the leaflet is at 3.30pm at her shop on Monday, 23 October.

3.
Farmers Market

Pippa Russell stated there would be a Market on Sunday the 22nd October (Part of Dorset Food Week).  However, there were only likely to be 3-4 Markets per year in Corfe Castle.  They wanted to use the Square but in view of the lack of support from the Parish Council decided not to pursue the idea and put their energy elsewhere.  Pippa commented on the question of a Christmas National Trust Market that there was a Christmas Crackers (trail) event but this was only a small affair with local traders.  This was for raising funds for the Pre-School.

4.
Parish Council Village Leaflet 2006 and B&B Sheets

The provision of leaflets was still welcomed by those present as a useful contribution from the Parish Council.  David Hollister reported the production of 20,000 Chamber of Trade and Commerce leaflets which had been distributed to TICS etc to draw people into the area.  There would be another 20,000 produced in October followed by more in February/March and more at the end of next summer.  He commented that their leaflets drew people to the village where the Parish Council leaflets were picked up giving details of what was happening.

5.
National Trust/Norden Parking

Pippa Russell indicated the bicycle stands would be erected at Castle View as would the pay and display machines, hopefully by Easter.  She anticipated having to employ a car park attendant.  National Trust members would still be able to park free but limited to a maximum of 4 hours.  Nick Brown anticipated the machines for Norden would be installed for the next season.  However, Swanage Railway were having to sort out the tax implications before implementation.

6.
Corfe Castle – National Trust

Pippa Russell reported renovation proceeding. The bulk of the work will be done next year.  They are trying to avoid masses of scaffolding by moving a smaller amount from place to place as they do the work.  She anticipated 2 years to completion – all the work was being done by local firms.  During the winter there would be escorted tours (H&S reasons) of the castle – however this required 2 members of staff per group.  Pippa suggested the Castle would be three quarters open next year.

7.
East Street Toilets

The toilets are to be sold by PDC and are being valued now.  Apparently, the toilets can be put to different uses by parties other than the National Trust.  Cllr Dragon commented that the West Street toilets have not always been open (should be 24 hour as agreed with PDC) but that the problems have been resolved. (Cleaners open them, SITA.)

8.
Swanage Railway

Nick Brown reported a good year with visitor numbers and higher profits.  There had not been a great take-up on the short trips from Norden to Corfe Castle but many passengers broke longer journeys at the village.  He estimated two thirds of passengers did this which means approximately 140,000 people walk down Station Road into the village centre.

In reply to a question he indicated the Wareham link was still in abeyance.  Even if the money were available it would be 2/3 years to do the work.

Mr Moriarty reported some of his walking tour customers being charged full rate by the Railway when they were entitled to discounts.  Nick Brown said he would look into the matter.

9.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

David Hollister suggested catering firms should contact the Purbeck Tourism Group who are putting together a guide to where to eat in Dorset at the moment.  The AGM is coming up on the weekend of the 6/7th November.  Peter Lamb of the Dorset Belle (Bournemouth) has been it touch with regard to more links from Swanage (Railway etc).  Those present suggested getting more leaflets to Bournemouth Pier.  Nigel Dragon mentioned the forthcoming advertising policy from the Parish Council which would affect next season, particularly those businesses fly posting.  Pippa Russell suggested a clearer policy was welcome as long as it was fair.

The date of the next meeting was not discussed.  The meeting finished at 8.30pm.

