Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 16th OCTOBER 2006 at 7.30 PM

in the NATIONAL TRUST TEA ROOMS, THE SQUARE, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Monday 6th March 2006

Present:
Cllr Michael Bond (Parish Council & Corfe Castle Holidays), Cllr Nigel Dragon (Parish Council, PDC & Dragons Bakery), Doug Whyte and Pippa Russell (National Trust), Nick Brown (Swanage Railway), David Hollister (Chamber of Trade & Commerce & Box of Delights),  Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Tina and Jo Hollister, Emily and Ed Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Blacksmith’s Shop and Farriers Lodge)

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No amendments to the record of the previous meeting were requested.

2.
Farmers Market

Discussion on various aspects.  Pippa Russell suggested there could be parking at Castle View for those vans required by the traders taking part.  Nigel Dragon was concerned that there could be problems with deliveries to businesses in the Square.  David Hollister suggested using Harmans Cross Village Hall as an alternative location.  The Corfe Castle Village Hall was also suggested.  It was noted that the existing traders in the Farmers Market have been given stalls by the Duchy of Cornwall.  Using the Village Hall would enable local farmers wishing to participate (without weather protection) to trade on an equal footing.  The matter still under consideration by the Parish Council.

3.
Parish Council Village Leaflet 2006 and B&B Sheets

The provision of leaflets was welcomed by those present as a useful contribution from the Parish Council.  The Parish Council to supply 3,000 with another 2,000 paid for by the Chamber of Trade.  Discussion included removing the East Street toilets and updating the schedule of events.  The bed and breakfast sheets to be updated too.  David Hollister volunteered again to check the leaflets and B&B sheets for accuracy.

4.
East Street Toilets

Doug Whyte suggested the toilets were not used much before the closure – only 2,500 to 3,000 visitors per annum.  He explained how the Castle Entrance toilets were on a right of way and therefore always available for public use during normal opening hours – 10am to 6pm in the summer.  Doug suggested the National Trust could convert the East Street toilet buildings for business use (possibly letting out the three rooms to users not requiring public access).  He would be keen to raise income from the building.  Most of those present were not aware that the National Trust toilets were always open for public use.  David Hollister thought this would make a big difference to the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.

5.
National Trust Bicycle Stands

Pippa Russell reported planning permission having been granted for stands at Castle View.  No stands would be put up in the village but the chain system at the Castle Entrance would be extended.

6.
Car Parking and Loading

Nigel Dragon reported DCC now not likely to press for the spaces in the Square to be metered.  This initiative (including Wareham and Swanage) had been almost entirely led by Tony Mackle without the involvement of any Councillors. 

The signage for the Norden Transport Interchange was due to be put in place and would be discussed at the next SPIT meeting - 13th March.  The parking meters at Castle View may be late due to a funding problem at DCC.  

The resident parking permits for the West Street car park would not happen.  Local residents should pay the discounted resident rate.  This policy to be advertised in the Corfe Valley News.

7.
Advertising and Tourist Season Trading

David Hollister thought the Isle of Purbeck guide awful.  He was going to the Purbeck Tourism committee meeting on Monday at Westport House.  Michael Bond commented on the Bournemouth Holiday Association promotion of the attractions in Purbeck.

Nick Brown reported higher profits but lower numbers of visitors last year.  Pippa Russell reported both higher profits and visitors last year.

The next meeting to be on the 16th October 2006.  The meeting finished at 9.20pm.

