CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, CORFE CASTLE

ON MONDAY 10th APRIL 2006 at 7pm

PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)


Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Ellwood


Cllr R Ford


Cllr Mrs J Glover





Cllr P Stuckey


Cllr G Windsor

and approximately 40 members of the public

1.
apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr S Austin, Cllr M Bond, Cllr R Green and Cllr Mrs D Reynolds.

2.
minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on 11th APRIL 2005
As amended were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.

3.
chairman’s remarks

The Chairman referred to the recent progress on the proposed Doctors surgery in West Street and asked Doctor Horsnell to speak a few words.  He confirmed that matters were well in hand and that subject to planning, there should be a successful conclusion.  The Chairman continued by stating the need for a memorial for Cllr Phil Duffy, perhaps in the form of a bench in a favoured location.  Cllr Marshallsay then explained the Parish Councils’ revised position on the East Street toilets in the light of the National Trusts position on their toilets at the Castle entrance and Purbeck District Councils assurances regarding the West Street toilets being available for much longer each day.  The Speed Management Scheme would appear to be going nowhere despite the complaints the Parish Council had made to Dorset County Council about the time involved.  On a positive note, the new noticeboard at Kingston was now in place.  After last months presentation on the Playground, the Council was hopeful of more than just replacing the multiplay equipment.  The Chairman thanked the Councillors and the Clerk for all their quiet work over the past year.

4.
QUESTIONS

These included whether the houses on the Pre-School site (not needed) in West Street would be built before the Surgery.  The Chairman was keen that this should not happen.  In response to a suggestion that the Norden roundabout lights should be reduced the Councillors were keen to suggest this to Dorset County Council.

5.
Presentation on the proposed Corfe Castle Community Pre-School building

Lisa Pierce and Louise Philips spoke about the Pre-School replacement building project.  She detailed the problems of keeping the existing accommodation useful and the need to replace it with something the Planning Officers will accept.  The feasibility study design is now to be replaced with detailed plans that will be put to Purbeck District Council (PDC) for their approval shortly (aided by the Parish Council).  In her opinion, the new building is not only extremely child friendly but should be very useful for other functions as its size will fit nicely between the Town Hall and the Village Hall.  However, there is a lot of fund raising to be sorted out before the target of £450,000 is reached.  Some members of the public asked about the need for a Pre-School in the light of falling school numbers.  Cllr Dragon as Chairman of the Board of Governors to the First School suggested it was very necessary to support the First School whatever system is decided upon in the near future.  The Chairman spoke about what had happened to Dorset County Council elsewhere in the County and how she hoped they had learned the lesson.

6.  PRESENTATION BY MR NIGEL GREEN, DIRECTOR OF THE DORSET FARMERS MARKET ABOUT HIS PROPOSALS FOR A FARMERS MARKET IN CORFE CASTLE.
Nigel Green, director of the Dorset Farmers Market and another director, Kevin Copper, spoke about the proposed Market in Corfe Castle.  The National Trust is providing some space in the Castle grounds and there will be around 19 stalls which can be accessed by the public separately from Castle admission.  The Market will be every fourth Saturday in the month from 9am to 1pm commencing in May.  There were many members of the public and Councillors with questions.  Many of these were answered at the Meeting by Messrs Green and Copper and whilst not everyone agreed with the answers, it was obvious that only time will tell what effect the market will have on the village.  The main reservation seemed to centre on the possible effect on traffic through the Square.  Others wanted assurances that local businesses could join in if they wished.  The directors outlined the fairly strict rules governing the Market.   Assuming it continues after the trial period, the directors promised to have the Market all year round and this might encourage business for local traders in the quieter times.  They agreed to a meeting after the second market between the Chamber of Trade and Commerce and the Farmers Market people.  The Parish Councillors requested comments from residents when the market has taken place.  The Chamber of Trade said they would bring the effects as reported by their members to their meeting in May.

The meeting closed at 8.35 pm
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