Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 6th MARCH 2006 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Monday 17th October 2005

Present:
Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Cllr Nigel Dragon (Parish Council, PDC & Dragons Bakery), Jan Harriott (Box of Delights), Pippa Russell (National Trust), Nick Brown (Swanage Railway),  Emily Paris (Corfe Castle Model Village), Tina Hollister (Chamber of Trade & Commerce & Box of Delights),  Jo Bavory (PDC Tourism), Donna Roach (Marblers), Viv Endecott (Ginger Pop), Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: Frances Pollard and David Hollister.

1.
Review of the Previous Meeting Record

No amendments to the record of the previous meeting were requested.

2.
Car Parking and Loading

There has been no change to the poor line marking for the car parking spaces adjacent the Railway Station.  Nigel Dragon suggested the matter be reported to Phil McStraw at PDC.

Nigel Dragon reported DCC likely to press for the spaces in the Square to be metered as this is what they are going to introduce in Wareham and Swanage – Swanage residents already protesting.  Apparently, the fee will be £1.20 per hour. The Parish Council is against the introduction of payment for the Square and has a policy of opposition to the introduction of such a scheme.

The discussion turned to the signage strategy for Corfe Castle.  Then parking fees - the £5 for four hours in the West Street car park compared to £2 for Norden.  Nick Brown was asked for an approximate costing for a family to travel on the shuttle from Norden to Corfe Castle village leaving their car at Norden.  This he estimated at around £5.  

Emily Paris reported a residential neighbour making a fuss about the delivery of goods to the Model Village and other nearby businesses.  Apparently, the resident is taking photos and upsetting business staff because of the actions of the suppliers who park wherever they can at the time of delivery.

3.
Parish Council Village Leaflet

The 2005 leaflets were seen by those present as a successful contribution from the Parish Council.  The Parish Council supplied 3,000 with another 2,000 paid for by the Chamber of Trade.  Discussion included adding taxi details, bed and breakfast and taking out the schedule of events.  However, the Committee concluded that the existing bed and breakfast sheets should be updated but otherwise unchanged.  Jeff Dunn to put an article in the Corfe Valley News shortly before the next meeting to ask those people who wish to run B&B businesses to update the details.  As taxis tended to come from Wareham and Swanage (no business in Corfe Castle Village) then they should be left out.  The removal of the events schedule to be left in as updated for 2006.  However, as Easter usually happens before the leaflets are in use the Committee agreed to have an earlier Spring Meeting to allow more time for finalisation and printing.  The Chamber of Trade will be printing its own brochures but this did not alter the need for the Parish Council leaflets.

4.
East Street Toilets

Everybody was pleased the toilets were being repaired and that the roof should be completed by next week.  Nigel Dragon suggested PDC had no intention of running them as toilets and would be looking to offload them.  The consensus was that the running cost would be in the region of £10 to 12,000 per annum.  The National Trust was not interested in them as toilets and it did not look as if the Parish Council could afford that sort of cost.  No one could see a way forward to retain the toilets.

5.
Bakery Display Window Model

Viv Endecott asked if the no parking sign adjacent the model could be moved.  This seemed unlikely as this would have received special permission from the Secretary of State due to its position on a listed building.

6.
Burger Van

Various people referred to the burger van on the Church Knowle Road.  It was unfair competition to the businesses in the village who had overheads such as Business Rates and Rent.  However, most people were also aware action had been taken by PDC and the matter would be resolved at a later date.  Nigel Dragon has asked if a bye-law that currently only applies to Wareham and Swanage could be applied to the whole of the Isle of Purbeck.  This bye-law requires no trading on the highway.

7.
National Trust Bicycle Stands

Pippa Russell reported no planning permission having been applied for as yet.  The matter is not being given top priority.

8.
Tourist Season Trading

Pippa Russell and Nick Brown both reported lower trading figures this year, continuing a three year decline.  Others agreed – a slow start to the year but picked up later with some good weekends.  General discussion on how to promote Corfe Castle.  Advertising in the National Press and Tourism brochures.  General comment on the input of County Councils for the South West and the South East which leaves out the coast between Southampton and Weymouth.  Swanage Railway and the National Trust to try and do something jointly to correct the situation.  To try to get some help from Poole Borough Council (they don’t have much in the way of attractions compared to the other side of the harbour) who appear to be interested in promoting the area all around the harbour as one tourist location.  Day tripping appears to be the way forward if less people are coming on holiday (lack of places to stay).  The Poole/Bournemouth conurbation contains one third of a million people.  Possibility of attracting more business from the London Borough of Greenwich.

The Model Village to celebrate being open 40 years on the 8th and 9th April 2006 with 1966 level entry fees i.e. one shilling for children and two shillings for adults.  The National Trust will be celebrating the 360th anniversary of the destruction of the Castle on 4 March 2006 with costumed guided tours all day, and also an extra event on St. Georges Day 2006.

9.
Chamber of Trade and Commerce AGM

This will be on the 8th November at the Banks Arms at 7.15pm.  There will be a normal meeting afterwards.

The next meeting to be on the 6th March 2006.  The meeting finished at 9.15pm.

