CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, CORFE CASTLE

ON MONDAY 11th APRIL 2005 at 7pm

PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay (Chairman)


Cllr N Dragon


Cllr Mrs J Ellwood


Cllr R Ford


Cllr Mrs J Glover


Cllr Mrs D Reynolds




Cllr P Stuckey


Cllr G Windsor

and approximately 25 members of public

1.
one MINUTES SILENCE FOR COUNCILLOR PHIL DUFFY

Councillors and public observed a minutes silence to show respect for Councillor Phil Duffy who died unexpectedly on April 1st.

2.
apologies for absence

No apologies were received.

3.
minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on 19th APRIL 2004

Confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.

4.
chairman’s remarks

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the Meeting.  Cllr Marshallsay commented on the difficulties experienced this last year with health problems for both herself and other Councillors.  That the job of the Council was to provide information and help people and that despite the wheels moving slowly at times matters would be progressed.    She outlined those things accomplished or underway: the new noticeboard now erected in West Street,  the Doctors surgery that may happen in West Street (or in another location) and the need to keep the surgery in the village; the Speed Management Scheme that should happen later in this year; the finished Parish Plan with the numerous action items for the guidance of Councillors and keeping the Housing Register up to date because housing need is always a concern for the Parish and is particularly relevant with the Raglan housing scheme coming to fruition.  The Chairman reminded those present that the Council addressed issues at every Meeting and the business of the Council was reported every month in the Corfe Valley News and the full minutes were available in the library.

5.
VICE-Chairman’s FINANCIAL REPORT

The Vice-Chairman reported the precept being the same this year as in the previous one at £18,650.  The precept pays for all the Council activities including the Clerks pay, training, Sports field rent, elections, playground maintenance and other projects which are underway.

6.
GENERAL MATTERS and QUESTIONS

Surgery: The Chairman invited George Preston, the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, to speak about the possibilities of the surgery being retained in its current location in some more permanent form.  Mr Preston gave some background on the previous acquisition of land for the Village Hall from Mr Morris, the owner of 65 East Street, adjacent.  Mr Morris has now put his house up for sale and the Doctor was considering the purchase of the property for use as a surgery.  The Village Hall Committee were very supportive of the Doctor and the Parish Council in respect of this matter.

Tom Hunt inquired how it was that the surgery was not going ahead on the Raglan site but housing had been built.  The Vice-Chairman suggested the matter was one where both Raglan and the Doctor considered their position reasonable and fair so neither was able to move easily.  The funding for the houses needed to be spent in the last financial year or it could have been lost so the Housing Association started work on the houses.

Youth Club: Donna Bickerstaff from the Youth Club outlined the current position between the Club and the Village Hall Committee since the AGM on the Tuesday.  The Youth Club were apparently no longer welcome in the Village Hall.  She suggested that some of the damage which had caused the breakdown in relations could not be avoided and that other damage should not happen again.  She provided an outline of the many benefits of the Youth Club and stressed the lack of alternative venue.  The Chairman, Mr Preston, Mr Glover, other Councillors and some of the young people joined in the debate and it was hoped some more positive progress would be made the next day in the meeting with the Director of Youth Services (DCC) when the matter of damage, provision of more supervisory staff and other issues would be discussed.  The Parish Council to advertise the need for more volunteer assistance for the Youth Club in the Corfe Valley News.

East Street Toilets: The repair of the toilets was raised by a member of the public.  The Clerk informed him this was with the District Council who had promised progress last year and the matter was being chased now as nothing had happened.

Other questions and comments from the floor included concern over the provision of the Parish Council Minutes in the Library and the length of the articles in the Corfe Valley News.  The Chairman suggested residents contact the Clerk if they had queries about Parish matters.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm
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