Corfe Castle Parish Council

TOURISM COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 21st MARCH 2005 at 7.30 PM

in the TOWN HALL, WEST STREET, CORFE CASTLE

This meeting is open to all, though principally aimed at those businesses and organisations concerned with catering for visitors to the area.  It is intended to be very informal, to allow discussion of any aspect of visitor management and tourism in the parish that anyone wishes to raise.

Jeff Dunn, Parish Clerk (01929 555266)

Notes of the meeting of the Parish Council Tourism Committee

(convened as an open meeting)

Held at the Town Hall, Corfe Castle on Monday 25th October 2004

Present:
Cllr Juliet Glover (Parish Council & Chamber of Trade & Commerce), Eileen Van Lelyveld (Blacksmith’s Shop and Farriers Lodge), David Hollister (Chamber of Trade & Commerce & Box of Delights), Tina Hollister (Chamber of Trade and Commerce & Box of Delights), Jan Harriott (Box of Delights), Karin Mountford (National Trust), Nick Brown (Swanage Railway), Jeff Dunn (Parish Council, Clerk)

Apologies: None given.

1.
Bed and Breakfast Information Sheet

Jeff Dunn apologised to David Hollister for the lack of progress with revising the Bed and Breakfast Information Sheet.  He anticipated completing it soon for the next season.  David Hollister requested it be e-mailed to him prior to the early 2005 meeting for updating.

2.
Parish Council Village Leaflet

Similarly, Jeff Dunn apologised for the faults that remained with the village leaflets printed for 2004.  David Hollister of the Chamber of Trade and Commerce reported great enthusiasm from campsites and other businesses where the extra leaflets acquired by the Chamber were distributed.  They were keen to be involved with the 2005 leaflet if the Parish Council do another print run.  David suggested that the 2005 leaflet be passed to him for additional checking prior to printing.

3.
Disabled Users of Business Premises

Committee members were reminded of a forthcoming presentation by Janet Bell who is an expert on the Disability and Discrimination Act for Chamber of Trade members on the 1st November 2004 at 7.30pm. in the Town Hall.
4.
Advertising of Corfe Castle businesses at Norden

David Hollister asked Nick Brown to look for an advertising board that had been placed at Norden some while ago and then misplaced.  The Chamber of Trade and Commerce were keen to re-introduce advertising at Norden and would take this up with Swanage Railway.

5.
Car Parking Permits

Eileen Van Lelyveld was concerned that the classification of car parking on holiday letting accommodation for business rates unduly penalised the owners.  She also asked if any progress had been made regarding the Parish Council’s attempts to reduce any increase in the cost of permit parking charges.  Jeff Dunn regretfully informed the meeting that despite the Council writing strongly to Purbeck District Council (PDC) and Cllr Duffy making a speech to PDC the increases had occurred and would continue to do so until they approached Wareham levels.

6.
The Appearance of the Square

The subject of ‘general clutter’, i.e. posters and advertisements, in the Square was discussed.  Various committee members requested the Parish Council sort out the current mess in the Square caused by redundant catering equipment that has been left on the pavement as an obstruction to pedestrians for some considerable time.  Jeff Dunn said the matter would be reported back to the Council. 
7.
Swanage Railway

Nick Brown advised the committee that as General Manager of Swanage Railway he was very keen to make his organisation friendlier to the village.  He would do his best to integrate the railway with the future of Corfe Castle.  The members were pleased with this overture, which repeated a recent appearance at the Chamber of Trade and Commerce.  Various questions were asked about railway matters.

8.
National Trust

Karin Mountford was welcomed by the committee as the new shop manager (only a week or so) having come from Kingston Lacey.  She was urged to go to the Disability Meeting to help Chamber of Trade and Commerce members with the her knowledge of the Act.  Various people inquired about Doug Whyte and Eileen van Lelyveld reported he was as good as could be expected and making a quiet recovery at home whilst sorting out the Christmas festivities. 

9.
East Street Toilets

Members asked about the state of the toilets.  Jeff Dunn reported progress is being made by Purbeck District Council on the renovations and these will hopefully occur over the turn of the year ready for the next summer season.

10.
Invitation to the Chamber of Trade and Commerce Annual General Meeting

A general invitation was extended to the AGM on the 9th November at 7.15pm at the Bankes Arms finishing with a steak and kidney pie meal afterwards.  There will be a cheque presented to the Sports Trust.

The next meeting date was to be agreed by Juliet Glover and Jeff Dunn, bearing in mind an early Easter in 2005.

