CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL, CORFE CASTLE

ON FRIDAY 25th APRIL 2003
PRESENT:
Cllr T Hunt (Chairman)


Cllr Mrs L Applin


Cllr M Bond


Cllr Mrs R Churchill


Cllr N Dragon


Cllr P Duffy


Cllr R Green


Cllr Mrs R Marshallsay


Cllr Mrs D Reynolds

and approximately 12 members of public

1.
apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs P Bell and Mrs A Preston, Mrs P Hunt.  (The meeting passed on its regards to Peggy Hunt for a speedy recovery.)
2.
minutes of the Annual parish meeting held on 22nd APRIL 2002
Confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a true record of those proceedings.

3.
chairman’s remarks

The Chairman opened his remarks by noting that 5 Parish Councillors were retiring (namely himself, and Cllrs Applin, Bell, Churchill and Preston) and thus at least five new candidates would be needed at the forthcoming elections.  He thanked all Councillors for their help and noted that despite differences of opinion, all on the Parish Council got on well with each other.  He remarked that the new Code of Conduct for Councillors had not been the direct cause for resignations, although it may have contributed.  He noted also that the Clerk had given notice that he intended to resign in November; he thanked him for all his hard work and support.  He reminded the meeting that the main business of the Council was reported every month in the Corfe Valley News, but not the full minutes which were available in the library

The Chairman went on to comment on a number of major issues:

a)
Skateboard Facilities: The Parish Council continued to debate the pros and cons.  Whilst he felt that something was needed to allow the children and teenagers to enjoy themselves, the Parish Council felt that the village was not large enough to support a permanent skateboarding facility.  He had hoped that some small-scale portable equipment might be more suitable, although it had proved difficult to find a supplier and would be difficult to find a suitable venue.  He noted that the Village Hall Committee had felt it necessary to ban skateboarding in their car park, which although understandable, might drive the activity even more onto the roads.
b)
Surgery: The Parish Council had always supported the provision of a permanent surgery, and had spoken in favour if the recent planning application at the District Council Planning Board.  There was still detail to be looked at, but he hoped that the surgery would be built soon.
c)
Afflington Bridge: The Parish Council deplored the new bridge and continued to argue with the County Council over it; he hoped the situation could be improved.
4.
questions

Questions and comments from the floor included a suggestion that the Parish Council make contact with the new owners of Encombe House, pavement parking, parking in general and the promised speed management work in Corfe Castle.
PRESENTATION TO COUNCILL TOM HUNT

A presentation (funded by personal contributions by councillors) of a decorated milk-churn was made to Tom Hunt in recognition of his long service to the Parish Council and latterly as its Chairman.  In making the presentation, Cllr Bond noted that Tom had been a Councillor since 1981, latterly its Chairman and before that its Vice-Chairman; he had served on several Parish Council Committees (including the important Planning Committee), acted as our Tree Warden, and served on numerous outside bodies on behalf of the Parish Council, including God’s Acre, the Town Trust, the Crime Prevention Panel, BP liaison, etc.  Michael also noted the amount of “on the ground” practical work undertaken by Tom, in the playground and elsewhere.  Last and not least, his work outside the Parish Council had also been critical, as Chairman of the Village Hall when it needed rebuilding and then moving on to the restoration of the belfry.

5.
Parish Plan

The Clerk reminded the meeting that this was a new national initiative which would result in an action plan for the parish.  Most of the funding for the plan had come from the Countryside Agency.  Roger White, as Chairman of the Parish Plan Steering Group, reported on progress with the plan.  Following gathering of suggestions and issues, via the coffee morning and suggestion boxes, a questionnaire was in preparation.  This would be personally delivered to everyone in the parish.  Bournemouth University were helping with the analysis.  It was hoped that the Plan would be complete within the year and all households would receive a copy.
The meeting closed at 7.53 pm
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